
The Andover Beacon • April 2018 • Page 35

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

224 Main Street, P.O. Box 67 • New London, NH 03257
www.bhgmilestone.com info@bhgmilestone.com

603.526.4116

Our clients know why we’re…
The Best Team in Town!

EXPECT BETTER!
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If you have run into Samantha, Jack, 
Nelson, Betsy, Luke, Julian, or Amanda 
around town over the past month, you 
have probably heard about their life-
changing experiences in France, Spain, 
and the American Southwest. Each 
student shared refl ections on their term 
abroad in recent blog posts on Proctor’s 
website, and we wanted to share them 
with the local community as well. Be 
sure to follow the adventures of Ando-
ver’s Ryan Methven ’19 and Sam Royal 
’18 this spring on Mountain Classroom! 
Betsy Abrahamson ’18 - 
European Art Classroom 

While refl ecting back on our term in 
Aix, it is bewildering to see how far I’ve 
come since fi rst arriving. I’ve grown in 
many ways, subtle or otherwise, that has 
helped me grow as not only an individual 
but a global citizen. My comfort zone has 
been stretched, my mind opened, and my 
strengths and weaknesses illuminated. 
I have heard, seen, tasted, and smelled 
some of the most extraordinary things the 
earth has to off er and for that I am eternal-
ly grateful. Seeing as this is truly a once in 
a lifetime opportunity, I have tried to em-
brace the uncertainty and live completely 
in the moment. Euro is a unique beast that 
has evolved through years of tinkering 
due to Dave and Jen’s constant eff orts. 

I couldn’t imagine leaving Proctor 
with better memories than those that I’ve 
made here. On that note, I would like to 
thank the individuals who adventured 
with me this term. As the grandfather 
of Impressionism, Pissarro, once said, 
“Blessed are they who see beautiful 
things in humble places where other peo-
ple see nothing.” We’ve laughed until we 
can’t breath, meandered through cobble-
stoned streets in Florence, and shared the 
weight of groceries being hauled uphill. 
I cannot help but consider myself a truly 
fortunate individual, despite ponder-
ing where all this time has disappeared 

Abroad  from page 40 to. Something about the Provençal sun 
warps time so it seems like I arrived in 
the airport yesterday but also fi ve years 
ago. Yet, now we are headed back to re-
ality and to our family and friends (and 
my dog!). How incredibly beautiful.
Amanda Hinds ’19 - 
Mountain Classroom 

Full circle is, in essence, our exam 
week. We spend 4 days in one place (a 
rarity in itself) traversing from the library 
to our campsite to town and around and 
around and around. Our exams aren’t 
tests, exactly - just a single notebook, 
about a foot tall and 9 inches wide, fi lled 
with illustrations, writing, and some-
times coff ee stains, that attempt to sum 
up our experience on Mountain Class-
room. There are a series of prompts for 
each of our subjects: Community Living, 
English, Social Studies, Science, and Ex-
pedition Skills. There are no computers, 
and no spell-check. We just write pag-
es and pages, hunched over that black 
Mountain Book for hours each day. At 
the same time, we must plan our Final 
Expedition (if that’s applicable - we can 
only do this if we make it to Final Phase.)

We spent our Full Circle in Idyll-
wild, California. It’s way up on a moun-
tain, and it’s quaint - eclectic houses all 
around a small town with no Walmart 
or Starbucks - just local small busi-
nesses selling everything from coff ee to 
toys to shoes to jerky. We arrived there 
after leaving sunny, beautiful San Di-
ego. Our fi rst night, it snowed. The next 
morning we went on a hike to Alex’s 
favorite view point in the world. The 
base of Suicide Rock, looking out at 
Tahquitz. We sat there for a long time, 
talking, thinking, and listening. Even-
tually, Alex and Kate told us we had 
made Final Phase. So the work began.

There were so many options. We 
could go basically anywhere in a 5 hour 
drive radius, and California has beautiful 
trails over nearly every inch. We eventu-

See Abroad  on page 36

TIME TO APPLY
for 

Andover Service Club SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating Seniors and Adults entering or 
continuing College or Professional/Technical School

DEADLINE: Saturday, April 14, 2018
Application forms available on line at:

AndoverBeacon.com/ASC-Scholarship 
and at

ASC Thrift Shop, Andover Middle School,
Proctor Academy and MVHS Guidance Offi  ces

 Mary Phinney, Chairperson • mphinney39@yahoo.com

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITALPLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Mona Rooney, D.V.M.
Ginny Prince, D.V.M.

242 Elkins Road • Elkins, New Hampshire
Tel.: (603) 526-6976 • Fax: (603) 526-2938

• Residential and Commercial 
Sitework for 44 Years

• Road Building / Driveways
• Forest to Field conversion
• Pond Creation

• Lot Clearing
• Sand, Gravel, Loam & Stone 

Products
• Portable Rock Crushing & 

Hammer Work

Kenneth Clarke 53 Pinnacle Road • Wilmot, NH 03287

S&P AUTO
720 Main Street • Andover

Scott Palmer 526-9528 nights: 927-4629 Phil LeBrecht

Kearsarge Unitar ian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover
11 AM Worship on Sundays

526-8213 • kuufnh.org


