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the FBI did any testing and wondered 
if results implicating Cass would have 
even shown up.

The break in the case came when in-
vestigators reopened the case in 2013. 
The prints revealed a man with a lengthy 
police record, including possession of a 
sawed-off  shotgun, armed robbery while 
wearing a mask, aggravated assault and 
manufacturing drugs at a federal prison.

Following the three interviews – at 
which time Cass was told evidence existed 
linking him to the crime and a search of 
his house failed to fi nd the murder weapon 
– he shot himself in the right side of his 
head, a handgun found near his body.

Cass was 20 at the time of the mur-
der, 71 at the time of his own death.

Delano died at age 49. He was mar-
ried to Blanche Sanborn, who died in 
2006 at the age of 78. The family asked 
for privacy on Wednesday. One of Del-
ano’s children, Darlene Delano, submit-
ted a statement to the press.

It read, in part, “Our family would like 
to take the opportunity to not only thank 
the initial investigators of our father’s ho-
micide, but also the New Hampshire Cold 
Case Unit. Without their diligent eff orts, 
we would not be here today. We are hap-
py this day has come where our family 
has been given a small measure of justice.

“For almost 53 years, our family has 
wondered what happened on September 1, 
1966. There was a very long time our fam-
ily didn’t know if we would ever receive 
the answers about what happened that day. 
Today, our family has the long overdue an-
swers we have been waiting for.”

Delano’s murder was not originally fi led 
with the Cold Case Unit when it opened in 
2009 “likely due to its age,” the AG’s report 
said, and was added only after an inquiry 
as to why it wasn’t on record was made by 
a member of Delano’s family in 2013.

From there, it took only months to 
crack the case. Morrell said Wednesday 
that her offi  ce waited more than fi ve 
years to announce its fi ndings due to 
routine verifi cation procedures, made 
more diffi  cult because her department 
lacked the full-time resources needed to 

Thomas Cass, career criminal and 
murderer of Everett Delano. Top pho-
to taken in 1971 and bottom taken 
not long before he took his own life. 
go public in a timely fashion.

Morrell added that the information 
did not fall through the cracks and catch 
her offi  ce by surprise, saying, “I don’t 
believe it was ever lost.”

She said the department’s effi  ciency 
suff ered after its lone full-time prosecut-
ing attorney, Will Delker of Concord, was 
promoted to superior court judge in 2011, 
leaving only part timers on staff . Morrell 
recently was moved to full-time duties in 
the unit, replacing Delker, and hopes the 
next state budget will include money for 
two more full-time prosecutors.

“Between 2014 and now, there has not 
been an attorney here who is dedicated 
to working on these cold cases,” Morrell 
said, “so those types of reviews take time 
and eff ort, and even during that review 
process more work had to be done.” 

Cold Case  from page 1

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help you fi nd 
it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they no longer need (not 
stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents and Beacon subscribers; 
$5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your appreciation when AYT works for you, an 
extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon by 
the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader
Free Couch, Sage green, 93″ by 40″ in good 
condition. You pick up. Call (603) 735-5440
Craftsman Snow Blower, 9 HP, good con-
dition. Runs well. Ready to go. Make a rea-
sonable offer. Call (603) 735-4202
Frigidaire 30″ Dual Fuel Range, slide 
in, burners set up for Propane, electric self-
cleaning oven with warming drawer. Bosch 
24″ Dishwasher, slide in. Both a couple of 
years old and in great shape, $100 takes 
both, as-is, you pick up. Call Don at (603) 
735-5032
1999 Mazda Pickup Truck with Extra Cab, 
5 speed, new clutch, new tires, $1200. Call 
(631) 478-9605
Sunfi sh Sailboat with all rigging, $1,000. 
Call (631)478-9605
2003 Husquarna Riding Mower/Trac-
tor, 18.5 hp Briggs and Stratton Mo-
tor, $1200. Call (631)478-9605

16′ StarCraft Aluminum Fishing Boat, 
18 hp Mercury motor and trailer, $1200. 
Call (631)478-9605
Sunfi sh 1-2 Person Sailboat, rainbow 
sail, wooden daggerboard. All original 
parts included. You pick up. $1300 OBO, 
Contact:bradley.lake@verizon.net
Craftsman 14V Screwgun/Driver, with 
right angle head, $30, 62 Piece Ratchet-
ing Screwdriver set, $15, Cable Come-
along, $15. Call (603) 735-5992
New Electric H20 Heater, Rheem, with 
heat pump, 40+gallon, New, programable, 
energy star, in Andover asking $400.00, call 
for details and tag info 494-0325
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You’re Invited to Join Us…
for our 2nd annual 

“No Show” Gala !!
On Friday, March 29th we’re inviting you 

to stay home to support the
Chapin Senior Center

For a donation of $75, we will deliver to your home a gift 
bag of wine, cheese, chocolate, and more!  This year we 

have an extra special $100 bag which includes everything 
in the $75 bag, plus extra treats! Each bag serves 2 people. 

We will also deliver to co-workers, friends 
or anyone that needs a special delivery. 

Please visit www.coachapincenter.org or stop by COA 
at 37 Pleasant Street to complete an order form.

All proceeds stay right here in our nine Kearsarge area communities.

You’re Invited to Join Us…


