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One Circle, 1000 Stories. Experience it!One Circle, 1000 Stories. Experience it!

Gates Open at 10 a.m. • Grand Entry Noon each day
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(603) 456-2600 
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Representative Ken Wells
Things have continued to be very 

busy in the State House, and I’ve been 
in the thick of things.

Starting on a personal note, I will ad-
mit it was a thrill (and a bit scary!) to make 
my fi rst speech before 400 Representa-
tives, media and gallery guests “from the 
well”, as the pulpits on the House fl oor 
are called. I was happy that the the bill 
(HB358) I spoke for passed, stopping the 
yearly release of up to 500 pounds of lead 
up smokestacks. The bill repealed exist-
ing law which allowed burning construc-
tion debris such as painted wood (some 
from out-of-state) by big municipal in-
cinerators like the one in Penacook. The 
lead would settle over the homes, school-
yards and agricultural lands of all the 
nearby towns. I’m astounded how many 
legislators voted to allow this pollution to 
happen! There is no cure for the damage 
caused by lead poisoning. You just have 
to ask, “Whose interests are they repre-
senting? ” Certainly not the people of our 
towns!

I believe the new budget passed by 
the House improves the Governor’s 
budget in several areas:

• Funding for education, including 
fully funding the state’s obligation 
to support SPED and special-needs 
students. Up to this point the dis-
proportionate cost of providing this 
much-needed support has fallen to 
the towns, not the state. This has 
driven up property taxes and put 
particular hardships on our local-
ly-funded schools, who have been 
without adequate state support.

• Local property tax relief is my 
strong priority, and we have built 
strong bipartisan support for fur-
ther progress with Representatives 
in rural towns across NH, includ-
ing local Representatives Karrick, 
Ebel, Schamberg and Carson in the 
Andover Beacon’s circulation area.

• Supporting mental health, heading 
off  the opioid crisis, and support-
ing women and children’s services.

• Raising $150 million of new money 
annually by extending the existing 
Interest & Dividends 5% tax, to 
include capital gains made (for ex-
ample) in the stock market. This tax 
will not aff ect most low and middle 
income people, but will impose a 
tax on folks who can well aff ord 
it. The 5% rate is still lower than 
in neighboring states, so it will not 
force the wealthy out of NH. The 
exemptions for retirees are raised 
from $2500 to about $7000, so only 
those who make more than $7000 
annual profi ts on sale of stocks will 
actually pay this tax. The intent of 
this new revenue is to provide lo-
cal property tax relief, restore rev-
enue sharing among the towns, 

and continue stabilization grants 
to our schools. What this means to 
Andover, Danbury and Salisbury 
citizens is that the state will be able 
to pay more than $3600 per pupil 
in our schools, thus reducing the 
town’s dependence on raising prop-
erty taxes to cover school costs.

I’ve been working on improving 
broadband access, especially in north-
ern Danbury where cell and internet 
connectivity is spotty, if not non-exis-
tent. I’m calling out the communica-
tions companies whose representatives 
claim their service is great “in 98%”of 
NH towns, and 95% everywhere else”. 
Among several options, I’m investigat-
ing USDA grants that could help bring 
access to 21st century technology to our 
rural areas, and encourage young peo-
ple to work and live in our towns.

Right now, my committee is work-
ing on Science, Technology and Ener-
gy bills submitted to us by the Senate. 
Many of these bills look for ways to

• lower citizens’ and business’ elec-
tricity costs through programs for 
energy effi  ciency

• head off  our rapidly increasing 
electric transmission costs

• protect our environment, which 
our forestry and our tourism in-
dustry, indeed, our very future, 
depends upon.

• Judging from the large number of 
calls I’ve received from all of you, 
the deteriorating condition of Route 
4 is an important issue to nearly ev-
eryone. I have spoken with the chair 
and vice chair of Public Works and 
Highways, as well as our District 2 
Engineer about the desperate need 
for repairs to Route 4. The good news 
is that work will begin around the 
end of May and includes the entire 
stretch from the Boscawen rotary to 
Naughty Nellie’s Ice Cream, as well 
as Route 3 to West Franklin. The 
bad news is that NHDOT is too un-
derfunded to do more than a light re-
pave. To fi x the underlying road bed 
properly requires a million dollars 
per mile and Route 4 is not the only 
project in the state. So new sources 
of funding for paving and red-listed 
bridge projects needs to be found. To 
that end, I support the House vote to 
block continued reductions in state 
business taxes. Had those tax cuts 
for businesses gone through, the 
shortfall would have been made up 
through even higher property taxes 
and road (gasoline) taxes. In an over-
whelming bipartisan vote of 362-5 
the House passed HB25 to spend 
$12.5 million of state money to im-
prove NH roads and bridges. The 
state leaves the actual scheduling of 
the work (and detours) up to the pav-
ing contractors 

Report from Concord

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help you fi nd 
it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they no longer need (not 
stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents and Beacon subscribers; 
$5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your appreciation when AYT works for you, an 
extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon by 
the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader
Two mint Green Club Chairs, hardly-used 
(one is upstairs), $100. Elliptical Machine, 
professional grade. (Heavy and upstairs) 
$100 Call (603) 934-2172.

Free Jacuzzi Tub, 
Cost new over $1,400, 
Come and get it for 
FREE! You must pick up. 
Call (603) 533-4904

Free Couch, Sage green, 93” by 40” in good 
condition. You pick up. Call (603) 735-5440
Fridgidaire 30” Dual Fuel Range, slide in, 
burners set up for Propane, electric self-
cleaning oven with warming drawer. A couple 
of years old and in great shape, $50, as-is, 
you pick up. Call Don at (603) 735-5032
1999 Mazda Pickup Truck with Extra Cab, 
5 speed, new clutch, new tires, $1200. Call 
(631) 478-9605
Sunfi sh Sailboat with all rigging, $1,000. 
Call (631)478-9605
2003 Husquarna Riding Mower/

Tractor, 18.5 hp Briggs and Stratton Mo-
tor, $1200. Call (631)478-9605
16’ StarCraft aluminum fi shing boat,
18 hp Mercury motor and trailer, $1200. 
Call (631)478-9605
Sunfi sh 1-2 person sailboat, rainbow 
sail, wooden daggerboard. All original 
parts included.You pick up. $1300 OBO, 
Contact:bradley.lake@verizon.net
Craftsman 14V Screwgun/Driver, with 
right angle head, $30, 62 Piece Ratcheting 
Screwdriver set, $15, Cable Come-along, 
$15. Call (603) 735-5992
South American Carved Coff ee Table, $15, 
Call (603) 735-5457


