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The Responsibility 
of Independence

Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy
Originally published on www.proc-

toracademy.org on July 5, 2019 
Spending the 4th of July in Andover, 

New Hampshire should be a prerequi-
site to understanding the value of small 
town living. Our little town of 2,000 
people bursts at the seams as thousands 
of visitors fl ock to the village green in 
the heart of Proctor’s campus for a fl ea 
market and carnival-like atmosphere. 
At noon, local elementary students who 
had perfect attendance this year toll the 
bell in Maxwell Savage Hall to signal 
the start of the parade. Local fi re com-
panies, fl oats, and bands weave their 
way through campus along North Street 
before looping back down Main Street. 
The day ends as thousands more people 
gather on Carr Field to watch fi reworks 
over the Proctor Ski Area.

It is a day that celebrates America’s 
independence. Nearly everyone wears 
red, white, and blue. Flags fl y on stroll-
ers, horses, and every other means of 
transportation as 90 degree temperatures 
melt snow cones faster than children can 
consume them. The Star Spangled Ban-
ner, America the Beautiful, and God 
Bless America blare over the loudspeak-
ers throughout the morning. A healthy 
patriotic pride reminds each of us of the 
freedom we have to gather, worship, and 
speak our minds as Americans. 

We love the way Andover celebrates 
Independence Day, but one cannot 
help but acknowledge how our little 
bubble of Americana stands in stark 
contrast to the actual experience of so 
many living in this country. Whether 
it is the on-going immigration and de-
tention crisis at our southern border, 
the centuries old oppression of indig-
enous peoples, or our nation’s deep 
seeded struggle to come to terms with 
contemporary racism and the legacy 
of slavery, the freedom we champion 
as an American ideal is clearly still a 
work in progress. 

Independence walks hand in hand 
with responsibility; a responsibility to 
ensure our freedom never blinds us to 
our weaknesses. This is one of our big-
gest challenges - as a country, as a town, 
as a school, as individuals - how do we 
celebrate the best of who we are with-
out ignoring our shortcomings? How 
do move out of our binary, polarizing 
existence where we believe it impos-
sible to simultaneously hold seemingly 
confl icting beliefs? 

We must believe it is possible to 
possess deep gratitude to the veter-
ans who fi ght to protect our nation’s 
freedom AND to speak out against 
the treatment of migrant children de-
tained at the border. We must believe 
it is possible to fl y an American fl ag 
with pride AND to disagree with spe-
cifi c policies of our government. We 
must believe it is possible Proctor’s 
educational model is perfectly suited 
to impact adolescents AND there is 
room to refi ne our work further as a 
school. We must believe it is possible 
to respectfully disagree without ques-
tioning each other’s humanity. 

The moment we fail to use our criti-
cal reasoning abilities to form our own 
opinions, to structure our own beliefs 
and to share them openly, we willingly 
accept society’s blinders to our weak-
nesses, and compromise the very inde-
pendence on which we base our lives. 
George Washington wrote, “If men are 
to be precluded from off ering their sen-
timents on a matter, which may involve 
the most serious and alarming conse-
quences that can invite the consideration 
of mankind, reason is of no use to us; the 
freedom of speech may be taken away, 
and dumb and silent we may be led, like 
sheep, to the slaughter.” Independence is 
an incredible gift, one that carries with 
it great responsibility to preserve it for 
generations to come, but never, ever at 
someone else’s expense. 
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Excavating & Septic Systems
Gravel, Sand & Screened Loam

Put our experience to work for you!
496-3717 • WunderXLLC@yahoo.com

Proven Tree Care…Proven Tree Care… Servicing Homeowners
Contractors & Municipalities

• Large–Diffi cult–
Easy Tree Removal

• Pruning and View 
Improvements

• Stump Grinding

• Fertilization

• Land Clearing

• Brush Clearing

• Fields Reclaimed

• 170′ High 
Crane Service

• Bucket Truck

Well equipped • Owner Operated • 30 Years Experience
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Tree Service
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398-0221
Andover Based
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Bubba’s Bar and Grille
976 Route 103

Newbury, NH 03255

(603) 763-3290
www.bubbasbarandgrille.com

Pasta, Gourmet Pizzas, Seafood, Burgers,

Best 

Lobster 

Rolls!
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If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help you fi nd 
it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they no longer need (not 
stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents and Beacon subscribers; 
$5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your appreciation when AYT works for you, an 
extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon by 
the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader
1998 Pontoon Boat with 2005 Hoosier trailer 
for sale $4000 
OBO. Runs great, 
needs TLC. more 
pics upon re-
quest. call or text 
307-797-5155. 
Tags current. in Andover.
Free Jacuzzi Tub, Cost new over $1,400, 
Come and get it for 
FREE! You must pick 
up. Call (603) 533-4904
Free Couch, Sage 
green, 93� by 40� in good condition. You pick 
up. Call (603) 735-5440
Fridgidaire 30� Dual Fuel Range, slide 
in, burners set up for Propane, electric self-
cleaning oven with warming drawer. A cou-
ple of years old and in great shape, $50, as-is, 
you pick up. Call Don at (603) 735-50321999
Mazda Pickup Truck with Extra Cab, 5 

speed, new clutch, new tires, $1200. Call (631) 
478-9605
Sunfi sh Sailboat with all rigging, $1,000. Call 
(631)478-96052003
Husquarna Riding Mower/Tractor, 18.5 
hp Briggs and Stratton Motor,  $1200.  Call 
(631)478-9605
16� StarCraft aluminum fi shing boat, 
18 hp Mercury motor and trailer,  $1200. 
Call (631)478-9605
Sunfi sh 1-2 person sailboat, rainbow sail, 
wooden daggerboard. All original parts in-
cluded.You pick up. $1300 OBO, Contact: 
bradley.lake@verizon.net


