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This page is proudly sponsored by the Town of Andover in 
gratitude of the Beacon’s commitment to our citizens.

Come one, come all – If you’re a local old-car buff, whether owner or 
voyeur, the place to be on Tuesdays between 5 and 7 PM is the parking 

area in front of Naughty Nellie’s Ice Cream Bar at 46 Main Street in Andover. 
There, in the weekly “Classic Car and Motorcycle Cruise-In,” as many as 
17 vehicles have been on display, including Andover organizer Levi South-
worth’s own 1953 Buick (at right in photo). Participation is free for both 
vehicles and viewers. End of this season’s gatherings is Tuesday, October 
22. For more information, contact Southworth at levi.southworth@yahoo.com
 Photo: Larry Chase.

The Swap Shop will be 
open on October 12
from 8 AM to Noon 
and welcomes 
(before Noon) 
reusable items in 
working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 
bicycles, and kitchen-
ware. Please, nono
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 
electronics, or porce-
lain fi xtures. 

The Importance of 
Wetlands Conservation in Andover
Jenny Bodwell
Andover Conservation Commission

In order to understand the impor-
tance of conserving wetlands, we must 
fi rst understand what they are, what dif-
ferent kinds of wetlands there are, and 
what wetlands do for us. A wetland is 
defi ned as an area of land that is satu-
rated with water either permanently or 
temporarily. They can be either saltwa-
ter or fresh, but this article will focus on 
freshwater wetlands. 

In Andover, we have many types 
of wetlands, including vernal pools, 
marshes, swamps, and bogs. A ver-
nal pool is a wet area of varying size 
that is usually only wet in the spring 
or fall or during fl ood events. These 
areas can form in open areas or under 
trees and shrubs, and usually have hard 
clay or bedrock beneath them which 
prevents the water from draining. A 
marsh is a wetland that is dominated by 
herbaceous(non-woody) ground-cover, 
while a swamp is dominated by trees 
and/or shrubs. Marshes tend to have 
mineral soils with little peat deposition, 
with most of the water coming from 
precipitation and runoff , but with some 
groundwater fl ow. Swamps receive 
most of their water inputs from precipi-
tation, but also receive fl oodwater from 
nearby rivers and streams. They have 
saturated soils most of the year, and 
standing water for much of the growing 
season. A bog is a wetland character-
ized by spongy peat, acidic water and 
sphagnum moss, and their only water 
input is from rain. 

Wetlands provide many ecosystem 
services. Ecosystem services are the 
direct and indirect benefi ts that humans 
obtain for free from properly func-
tioning ecosystems. Wetlands provide 

water fi ltration, recharge areas for un-
derground aquifers, fl oodwater stor-
age, maintenance of surface water fl ow 
during dry periods, water quality im-
provements, fi sh and wildlife habitats 
and nurseries, aesthetic enjoyment, and 
even some wild foods, such as blueber-
ries and cranberries. 

These ecosystem services are giving 
us our clean drinking water in Andover, 
helping us to fi sh and hunt, and to boat, 
kayak or swim in the clean clear waters 
of our lakes and ponds. Wetlands soak 
up water during wet periods, and then re-
lease it slowly during dry periods, which 
helps keep rivers and streams fl owing, 
and aquifers recharging. Wetlands are 
also some of the most biologically pro-
ductive habitats in the world, and there-
fore help combat climate change by tak-
ing carbon out of circulation. Wetlands 
that have become compromised by hu-
man activity can be very expensive to 
create and restore. Andover is very for-
tunate that we have so many wetlands in 
such great condition. 

By protecting them, we will save our 
future generations and residents many 
millions of dollars by conserving them 
now. There is a large aquifer under 
the Plains road area that allows many 
residents to have great water from dug 
wells. The large system of wetlands 
connected to Highland Lake and the 
Blackwater River, once protected, will 
help insure the high water quality of 
these bodies of water for many genera-
tions in the future. In order for us to 
continue to have clean water for all of 
these reasons, as well as avoiding costly 
damages from fl ood events, we need to 
protect these wetlands, and the services 
and benefi ts they provide. 

P R I C E  C H A N G E

Wake up to the call of loons and paddle your kayak to 
view osprey, bald eagles and moose from this cozy year 
round cottage nestled at the base of Mt. Kearsarge on the 
protected south shore of Bradley Lake in Andover. The entire 
home was recently renovated including a new septic system, 
standing seam roof, drilled well, mini split heat and cooling, 
full sized appliances, and washer dryer hookups. 
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