
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 18 • The Andover Beacon • April 2020

now, but they are all still alive and will 
be heard by the Senate next. The sixth 
bill is “on the table” which is like being 
on the bench on a sports team; it could 
theoretically be brought back into the 
game by majority vote.

Then in February the full House be-
gan to take up the bills that were out of 
committee. It took several weeks to churn 
through them all. The bills on Consent are 
passed dozens at a time in a voice vote, 
which takes only about 30 seconds. The 
more contentious bills are debated, with 
the Minority view presented fi rst, fol-
lowed by a speech by the Majority view. 

Since I wrote a number of my com-
mittee’s Majority Reports last year, I have 
had the opportunity to deliver my short 
speeches “at the well,” as the pulpit-like 
podium is known. Now that the novelty 
has worn off , I’ve become a lot more con-
fi dent and discovered that it’s not too dif-
ferent from speaking to one of my classes 
when I was a teacher. (Except my students 
were more attentive and better behaved!)

Then, the political shenanigans start-

ed: About this time last year, the Speak-
er of the House announced that all State 
House legislators and staff  would be 
required to attend a training session on 
sexual harassment in the workplace. 

Fine idea. In my former job as a teach-
er, all school employees were required to 
do similar training, to protect both them-
selves, their co-workers and the reputa-
tion of the institution. I don’t recall that 
anyone in school objected very much to 
that, expecting they would certainly lose 
their jobs if they did not comply. 

Representatives had a whole year to 
complete the training and those that didn’t 
go to the fi rst two well-attended one-hour 
lectures were reminded in increasingly 
demanding ways to attend. (If you have 
any experience with bill collectors, you 
have a good idea of the escalation I’m de-
scribing.) In spite of that, nine members 
refused to attend the sexual harassment 
training sessions for a whole year.

So, the Speaker issued reprimands to 
each of these people, to be voted on by 
the full House after they had a chance to 
explain themselves. One had a plausible 
excuse the House accepted. (He had cer-
tifi ed completion of such a training at his 
other job.) Another accepted responsi-
bility without complaint. But the others 
were loudly and insultingly defi ant. The 
House voted to reprimand them. 

The following full House session 
was just two days before the deadline: 
any bills not passed by the end of the 
March 12 session would be dead. Many 
of those bills contain essential legisla-
tion, vital to somebody or everybody in 
the state. Those reprimanded, aided by 
their allies, began to employ delaying 
tactics, much like fi libustering in the 
United States Congress. 

We started at 9 AM on both days, 
but after a day and a half of session, 
at noon of March 12 only 35 bills had 
been voted on, including the bills on the 
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All of us, from the President of the 
United States to everyday citizens, have 
a job to do to combat the virus, COV-
ID-19. We are not going to contain this 
overnight and it’s going to get worse be-
fore it gets better. But we’re all in this 
together. This virus doesn’t care who 
you love, where you live, or what you 
do for work. In the past week, we’ve 
seen it spread exponentially across the 
United States and around the world.

We should all thank our state em-
ployees, especially those at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
and our medical professionals, who are 
on the front lines of this fi ght to keep 
Granite Staters healthy. Our federal 
delegation worked with members of 
both parties to secure $5 million in fed-
eral funds to help off set costs associated 
with the COVID-19 response. Com-
missioner Nicolopoulos announced an 
order to prohibit state-regulated insur-
ance plans from charging out-of-pocket 
costs for all COVID-19 testing, which 
is a critical step to ensure that cost is 
not a deterrent for individuals seeking 
the treatment they need. We have asked 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services for any specifi c requests they 
may have for the Legislature to better 
enable them to do their jobs.

The most important step we can 
take is to make smart decisions to 
stay healthy and prevent the spread of 
the virus. But, Granite Staters need to 
know they can keep themselves healthy 
without fear of losing their job or tak-
ing on debt. That’s why, on Thursday, 
the Senate announced our plans to in-
troduce legislation to allow Granite 
Staters who are quarantined to receive 
unemployment insurance so those liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck can pay their 
bills even if they can’t go to work. The 
legislation also included job protections 

for Granite Staters who are quarantined 
to ensure you can’t lose your job if you 
need to stay home. We cannot penalize 
people who do the right thing to stay 
healthy. We also require the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
to request a waiver from the federal 
government to cover the costs of test-
ing and treatment for uninsured Granite 
Staters.

At the local level, our public health 
departments, fi rst responders, and local 
offi  cials are setting their preparedness 
plans in motion. This virus is going to 
test our ability to work together, com-
municate eff ectively, and look out for 
one another. As schools close and our 
workforce struggles with child care, 
we’ll need to look out for one another 
more than ever. And, yes, we need to 
hold each other accountable, just like 
any successful team.

Our most vulnerable populations, 
our grandparents and people of all ages 
with underlying health conditions, will 
need our help and need those who are 
potentially infected to make smart de-
cisions and not put others at risk. Our 
prisoners, our nursing home residents, 
and Granite Staters in the developmen-
tal disability community who rely upon 
a healthy workforce will need special 
attention.

It’s no secret that Governor Sununu 
and I don’t agree on much, but I’m glad 
there is agreement on many of these 
concepts and I look forward to working 
together. We are all on the same team 
on this one. There will be a time and a 
place for healthy debate and discussion, 
but today and in the weeks and months 
to come those of us in the legislature 
will continue to do our job helping to 
take this virus on.

We’re all in this together. We all have 
a role to play. And in order to move 
New Hampshire forward and through 
this, we cannot aff ord to leave anyone 
behind. 

The Virus Doesn’t Discriminate; 
We Are All in This Together

Andover 
Community 

Church
On the hill, beside the road in East Andover
(Corner of Chase Hill Rd. and Rte. 11)

All members, ministers

Rev Bill Blomquist, Interim Pastor

603-735-5160 • AndoverChurch@tds.net
AndoverCongregationalChurch.org

Worship and Sunday School • 10 A.M.
Ongoing growth and learning op-
portunities including Bible studies, 

men’s and women’s groups, and 
prayer. Please call for details.

“Knowing Christ and 
Making Him Known”

KEARSARGEKKEARSARGEK
UNITARIANUUUNNNNNNIITTTTTTAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRIIAAAAAAAANNNNNNUUUUUUUUU
UNIVERSALISTUUUNNNNIIVVVVVVEERRRRRRSSSSSSAAAAAALLIISSSSSSTUUUUUUUUU
FEELLOWSHIP

April 5, 2020: PHYLLIS PIOTOW  - “One God – or Many?”
Are humans really created in the image of God or do we create our gods
in the image of human being and exis  ng society?

April 12, 2020: BETSY WOODMAN  - “Searching for Renewal”
Approaching Easter with diff erent beliefs, we deal with grief and long for 
hope. History and science off er curiosi  es to ponder, while the rhubarb 
pushes up.

April 19, 2020: DIANE ROOT  - “What’s Wri  en in Flesh”
The rela  onship between thought and fl esh, dream and body, that is 
deep, hopeful, scary and thrilling. What to make of the possibili  es?

April 26, 2020: REV. DICK DUTTON  - “Peace, Love, and Hope”

Spring Rummage Sale
April 18 • 9 AM - NOON

Immaculate Conception Church

Andover, N.H.

Clothing, Domestics,
Attic Treasures, 

and Much More!!


