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Volunteers are busy with 
many trail projects
George Heaton, FNRT-MC

The month of March brings transi-
tion to the Trail. Hard-pack snow melts 
to mud. Snowmobiles cede to walkers. 
And eventually, buds start to appear. It is 
a hopeful time; a time to use the Trail and 
contemplate even-better times to come.

In this moment of national anguish 
and transition, the Friends of the North-
ern Rail Trail – Merrimack County 
(FNRT-MC) urge you to March! On the 
Trail. Being out on the Trail supports 
our common quest for health, calm, and 
solidarity in these diffi  cult times.

Meanwhile, if the FNRT-MC ap-
pears to have kept a low public profi le 
recently, we have in fact been busy, both 
with current projects and plans for the 
future. Our doings are detailed below.

As is typical in winter, the Board’s 
schedule was curtailed to a single meet-
ing in January. The next meeting, sched-
uled for April, has been canceled due to 
concern for the health of all during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We are hopeful 
that we can resume the usual monthly 
schedule (third Wednesdays) in May – 
but stay tuned. Plans will be put up on 
our website at FNRT.org and we intend to 
publish news updates in the Beacon if 
there are no monthly minutes.

The members of our Board and clos-
est supporters have pursued various 
new opportunities in “teams.” Lindy 
Heim and Tom Frantz are drafting an 
application to the Granite State Wheel-
ers to repair and light the Lawrence 
Street culvert at the ballfi eld in Andover. 
Those of you who know this dark tun-
nel with undulating ground and loose 
rocks will surely applaud this initiative, 
and we very much hope to work with 
the Wheelers.

Jack Shields and Lindy Heim are de-
veloping an application to the State of 
New Hampshire for a 2021 Recreation-
al Trails Program grant. Its principal 
purpose would be to rebuild the culvert 
just south of Eagle Pond Road. In spite 
of several past repairs, the reality is that 
the current culvert isn’t big enough to 
handle the run-off  from Route 4. A 
State grant would provide the resources 
to design and install a long-term “fi x” 
to this problem that has plagued the 
Trail for years.

Chris Norris is prioritizing repairs to 
bridges, culverts, and ditches that can 
be accomplished this year; the neces-
sary arrangements with contractors will 
soon be made. Ricker Miller’s similar 
eff orts across the entire length of the 
Trail allowed for culverts to be cleared 
at Sam Hill Road, with Andover Town 
assistance.

Two “Bridge Guys” – George Hea-
ton and Kent Hackmann – are moni-
toring and interfacing with others in 
connection with projects to reconstruct 
bridges in Andover and Danbury. In 
the former case – Route 11 over Sucker 
Brook in East Andover – a new design 
is proposed, prompting wide-ranging 
discussions among State, Town, histori-
cal, and environment constituencies. 

In Danbury, the process for recon-
struction of the bridge over Route 4, 
just south of the town center has in-
volved the FNRT-MC as a consulting 
party. We have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding that details historical 
and environmental aspects of the proj-
ect and commits the State to consult 
with us on any design changes before 
the projected work in 2021. 

Looking forward, we are prepar-
ing the annual appeal for donations to 
help us keep the Trail in good repair. 
Lee Carvalho intends to come up from 
Connecticut to manage the joyful mail-
ing/stuffi  ng party, to which supporters 
are invited. Jim Lerner will send solici-
tations via MailChimp. Given the state 
of the external world, we will have to 
wait and see whether this can happen in 
May. Stay tuned.

As always, the Board will continue 
to communicate and work among itself 
by e-mail. Feel free to contact us!

With the Trail’s best season just be-
fore us, remember that there’s no better 
way to protect and improve your health 
and spirit than by getting out there and 
breathing deeply. 

March! on the Northern Rail Trail, 
the Perfect Place to Stay Healthy

Press release
The Elkins Fish and Game Club is once 

again asking women in the Kearsarge 
area who are interested in learning out-
door skills in a fun, noncompetitive set-
ting to apply for a $385 scholarship to 
the fall Becoming an Outdoors-Woman 
(BOW) workshop. The scholarship is 
open to any woman age 18 or older who 
is a resident of the Kearsarge area. The 
deadline for applying for the scholarship 
is Wednesday, April 29.

To apply for this scholarship, go to 
NHBOW.com and print out a scholarship 
application form to fi ll out and post-
mark by the deadline. Please note that 
the scholarship recipient will still need 
to sign up in early June for the fall pro-
gram itself, and being awarded a schol-
arship does not guarantee your place-
ment in specifi c classes.

For more information about the El-
kins Fish and Game Club area scholar-
ship, contact Carla Marshall at DMarsh@
tds.net or 848-0432. The scholarship re-

cipient will be invited to attend a meet-
ing of the Elkins Fish and Game Club to 
talk about her experience.

This year’s fall BOW workshop will 
take place on Friday, September 11, 
through Sunday, September 13, at Rocky-
wold/Deephaven Camps on Squam Lake 
in Holderness. The full cost of the work-
shop is $425, which includes lodging, 
meals, instruction, and equipment use. 

The weekend includes a chance to 
explore many diff erent outdoor inter-
ests, from fi shing, fl y tying, and kaya-
king, to hunting, shooting sports, and 
handling fi rearms.

New Hampshire’s Becoming an 
Outdoors-Woman programs are spon-
sored by the New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department and the New Hamp-
shire Wildlife Federation. The Elkins 
Fish and Game Club is New Hamp-
shire’s oldest continuously operating 
fi sh and game club, founded in 1894. 
For more information about the club, 
visit ElkinsFishAndGame.net.

Elkins Fish and Game Off ers 
Outdoors-Woman Scholarship

The Red Barn, Wilmot Flat
Tuesdays, 10–11 A.M. 

Warner Town Hall
Tuesdays, Noon

For Info: 224-5768 
E-mail: nesainc@aol.com
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