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Letters
Support Redistricting 

Commission

I ask your support for HB 1665 to 
establish an advisory independent 

redistricting commission. The measure 
passed the New Hampshire House with 

a bipartisan vote just before the corona-
virus crisis set in. It will be before the 
Senate when it is back in session, hope-
fully in the fi rst week of May.

Please join me in writing our Sena-
tor, Harold French, at PO Box 11, War-
ner NH 03278 and asking him to vote 
in favor of the bill. He voted for the HB 
706 version for an independent redis-
tricting commission, and, with a nudge 
from his constituents, he is likely to 
vote for HB 1665.

When I took American history in high 
school in Lenox, Massachusetts in 1953 
and 1954, I learned about gerrymander-
ing. So interesting! In 1812, as Wikipedia 
reminds me of specifi cs I had forgotten, 
Massachusetts Governor Elbridge Gerry 
created a new voting district around Bos-
ton. On a map, the shape of the new vot-
ing district resembled a salamander.

The new district was meant to favor 
his party; the map (with claws, wings, 

Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!
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and fangs added) was published in the 
Boston Weekly Messenger with the title 
“The Gerry-Mander.” It became the ob-
ject of derision in text books and taught 
me the lesson that such manipulation 
was inappropriate for the Republic.

What is best for New Hampshire? 
A manipulated map, with the attendant 
shortcomings of Governor Gerry’s cre-
ation? Or a transparency and structure 
that should eliminate the current ger-
rymandering and curtail future ma-
nipulation by either party – voting dis-
trict maps that can be the pride of New 
Hampshire, with fairness to both par-
ties and all voters?

Kent Hackmann

Absentee Voting

While the governor has taken a fi rst 
step by broadening his interpre-

tation of the absentee voter laws to allow 
people who “feel more comfortable vot-
ing absentee because of the outbreak,” 
it is not up to any governor to grant or 
allow us to cast our vote under any cir-
cumstances. That is our constitutional 

right, and governors have the responsi-
bility to see that any and all barriers to 
that right are removed.

On the one hand, Governor Sununu 
is willing to “allow” us to vote absen-
tee during a pandemic; on the other 
hand, he stated recently on MSNBC 
and CNN that he would still veto the 
bill implementing no-excuse absentee 
voting in New Hampshire for the long 
haul. In my opinion, this is a very seri-
ous abuse of power.

Voters should not have to explain 
themselves when requesting an absen-
tee ballot. There could be several cir-
cumstances, beyond the four reasons 
that are currently approved, some of 
which may be very personal. I trust that 
if someone is mature enough to vote, 
they are also mature enough to make a 
decision as to whether they can physi-
cally go to a polling place on election 
day. Leaving it to the judgment of the 
voter would be a sign of respect.

I urge Governor Sununu to drop his 
objection to expanding voting by absen-
tee ballot for all elections.

Judith Ackerson 

GOFERR is not in the 
people’s best interests
Ken Wells
NH State Representative

The customary title of this column, 
Report from Concord, seems peculiar 
to me now, since I’ve been unable to 
go to Concord for the past month. Just 
days after the all-night House session I 
described in the previous issue of the 
Beacon, the Governor locked down the 
State House and all the related govern-
ment offi  ces due to the rising pandemic. 
Roughly a week later, the Governor is-
sued his stay-at-home order for the rest 
of New Hampshire citizens – a wise 
and necessary measure to quell the 
exponential rise in COVID-19 cases 
across the state.

But what does closing the State 
House mean? It is not merely a build-
ing that has been shut down. Because 
the Senate and the House are unable to 
meet, there can be no quorum, so no 
votes, and their standing committees 
cannot hold any public hearings to ad-
vance legislation. The Executive Coun-
cil, a powerful and unique state entity 

which approves or rejects every major 
purchase or contract with the State, is 
also barred from meeting in the State 
House, so no new state contracts can le-
gally be entered into.

Many are raising serious concerns 
about whether our representative de-
mocracy will be able to function under 
these emergency conditions, especially 
since the COVID-19 emergency will 
likely continue much longer than any 
of us would like. As long as the emer-
gency ban on meetings is in eff ect, and 
until virtual government meetings by 
teleconferences can be recognized as 
legally acceptable, a serious obstacle 
exists to the constitutional functioning 
of our state government. 

Unfortunately, we have not quite fi g-
ured out how our representative system 
can work during the current pandemic, 
which rightly demands physical dis-
tancing, because the legislative bodies 
cannot meet to discuss and modify their 
own rules to respond to the crisis, nor 
can they update existing laws.

History tells us repeatedly that times 
of crisis are times when autocrats have 

How Do We Govern the State 
Without Holding Meetings? 

Opinion
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