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TIME TO GET ORANGE!Sand and Sun - Summer Fun Has Begun

SAVE WITH OUR DUMPSTER

DEPOT BUCKS

Dumpster Depot Bucks limit 1 per client on rental or pick-up on 
any regular priced dumpster. Not valid on Roofing, Concrete, or 
any specialty dumpster rental. Cannot be combined with other 
offers. Must present coupon at time of order. Expires 7/1/20.

Got a trashy question? 
CALL US TODAY 

TOLL FREE
1-866-56-DEPOT

LOCAL

603-783-8050

Great Service at “YOUR” Convenience, Not Ours!

Like us on FacebookWWW.DUMPSTERDEPOT.COM

NO HIDDEN FEES
NO FUEL CHARGE 
NO TRICKY LONG 

TERM CONTRACTS 
TO SIGN

DUMPSTER
RENTALS 

STARTING AT

$410

See Roads  on page 18

Served with medical 
team on USNS Comfort
Pecco Beaufays

On Saturday, May 16, my wife Gail 
and I shared a very happy event with 
our neighbors on Maple Street. Our 
neighbor and friend Lieutenant Derek 
Hinkley returned after seven weeks of 
service in New York City. 

Derek and his wife Trish moved to 
Andover from Florida in May of 2016 
due to their employment as anesthesi-

ology nurses at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Hospital. They liked living at Highland 
Lake so much that they accepted driv-
ing to Lebanon every day.

Derek, a reservist in the United 
States Navy attached to the Navy Op-
erational Support Center in White Riv-
er Junction, was deployed aboard the 
USNS Comfort in New York Harbor. 
He was part of a medical team provid-
ing support in response to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. 

Derek Hinkley Returns After 
Seven-Week Deployment to NYC

Lt. Derek Hinkley is welcomed home by his wife Trish and their East Andover 
neighbors after being deployed in New York City as part of a medical team 
on the USNS Comfort.  Photo: Gail Beaufays

Town histories show 
creation of Road Agent role
Rita Norander

When I came across these pictures, 
I was reminded of Andover’s recent 
Town Meeting with its recurring dis-
cussion of road agents, a Town garage, 
and Town-owned equipment. As a re-
sult, I thought it would be interesting 
to take a quick look at how Andover’s 
early road system developed, how the 
roads were maintained, and who main-
tained them. 

According to John Eastman’s His-
tory of Andover New Hampshire, 1751 
to 1906, the proprietors of what would 
eventually become the township of 
Andover realized that passable roads 
were necessary in order to stimulate 
settlement. Many of their meetings 
dealt with this subject, as committees 
were set up to lay out roads and survey-
ors and workers were hired and paid by 
the proprietors to cut and clear the land. 

After Andover’s incorporation in 
1779, money from a highway tax was 
placed in the hands of surveyors to be 
used on the roads in their respective 
districts, and by 1790 there were eight 
districts. Eastman also mentions that 
each taxpayer could work out his high-
way tax in his own district at a fi xed 
rate per hour.

During the 1800s, Andover’s road 
system continued to grow, as more and 
more settlers arrived. Surveyors were 
still in charge, and they hired workers 
to help as needed and as the allotted 
money allowed. 

For the most part, work was done 
by hand with the help of horses and 
oxen. But in 1885 the Town purchased 
a horse-drawn iron road machine, or 
grader, which was a big help in shap-
ing the road surfaces and carrying out 
ditching. The use of snow roller ma-
chines around this same time provided 
much better roads for winter traveling.

Ralph Chaff ee, in his History of 
Andover, 1900 to 1960, notes that in 
1892, Andover abandoned the old sys-
tem of district highway surveyors in fa-
vor of the so-called “town” or two-road-
agent arrangement. Instead of a dozen 
or more men, with each being allotted 
a small amount of money to maintain a 
few miles of road as he saw fi t, the re-
sponsibility for the care of the highways 
could now be placed in the hands of one 
person at each end of the town. 

Thus the labor and equipment could 
be used more effi  ciently and the avail-
able money spent where it was needed 
most. This system remained in use until 
1953, when it was changed to a single 
road agent for the whole town.

Chaff ee also mentions that the arriv-
al of the automobile created many prob-
lems for Andover’s roads, which were 
not built and maintained for this type 
of travel. But eventually the automobile 
also provided some solutions. 

Beginning around 1920, dump 

Andover’s Early Road Maintenance 
Practices Changed with the Times

This old postcard, shows men using an oxen team to maintain a road in 
Andover. An early model vehicle is seen in the background.
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