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good books, biking, walking, garden-
ing, volunteering, and most of all to “get 
up when I want to.”

Holly Gagne, Special Education 
Teacher, 27 years

Currently, Holly has been work-
ing with students from kindergarten 
through the fourth grade, but at one 
point she worked with all grades. She 
described her work as having “the hon-
or of working with students requiring 
specialized instruction,” as well as their 
therapists, other classroom teachers, 
and para-educators. About AE/MS and 
the Andover community in general, she 
feels that they “have created an atmo-
sphere where students can learn and 
fl ourish. There is much shared in a very 
supportive environment. I hope this is 
able to continue and grow.”

For all the students she is leaving be-
hind, her wishes are for them to “have 
fun. Be open to new adventures and 
learning experiences. Show kindness 
whenever you can. And always, always, 
have a good book close at hand.”

Holly had many words of praise for 
Principal Slayton. She said that she 
“has been a constant, steady presence 
these past 20-plus years. She has done 
so much for AE/MS, but I think her 
shining star is the way she has blend-
ed the school and town together into a 
wonderful learning community. Jane 

has created many opportunities over 
the years for the two to blend together, 
sharing skills and teaching each other. 
There is a strong sense of acceptance 
felt by each group.”

About Gail Parenteau, she also re-
ferred to her as “Saint Gail.” Their 
school “motto” is to ask Gail when in 
doubt. “She can rattle off  needed ad-
dresses and phone numbers from mem-
ory, tell us where to look for specifi c 
supplies, and organize breakfast for 400 
in 30 minutes.”

For retirement, Holly said she isn’t 
sure what she will do. These are “un-
certain times.” Working part-time in a 
small shop is a possibility, but mostly 
she has “two beautiful granddaughters 
who are looking forward to spending 
more time with their Grandma.”

Lynn Tiede, Special Education 
Teacher, 23 years

In her role as a middle school special 
education teacher, Lynn said what she 
most loved was “working with students 
who are struggling and helping them 
become stronger learners; and the staff  
– they are the greatest!” Her wish for 
AE/MS is for it to continue its strong 
partnership with the community “be-
cause without that community support, 
we would not have seen the success we 
have experienced over the years.”

When asked about what she would 
say to her students, she said her goal has 

“always been to teach students a good 
work ethic that would prepare them 
to be successful community members 
throughout their lives. I know I could 
be tough and had high expectations 
for them, but I wanted them always to 
be happy and to feel good about them-
selves in school so that they could be-
come anything they set their minds to.” 

She would also like to thank the 
Andover community for being so sup-
portive of her as a teacher and “for giv-
ing me the chance to work with your 
children over the past 23 years. The 
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friendships and memories that have 
been made while at AE/MS will always 
be cherished memories for me.”

Lynn’s memories about working 
with Jane Slayton as the Principal of 
AE/MS are very complimentary. She 
said that they “have shared some won-
derful experiences over the years” and 
that Jane always gave her good advice 
and support. “Her friendship is one that 
I will cherish for years to come.” 

About Gail Parenteau, she said that 
“Gail is one in a million. Her giving 
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New London  •  526-2800  Proven Tree Care…Proven Tree Care… Servicing Homeowners
Contractors & Municipalities

• Large–Diffi cult–
Easy Tree Removal

• Pruning and View 
Improvements

• Stump Grinding
• Fertilization
• Land Clearing
• Brush Clearing
• Fields Reclaimed
• 170' High 

Crane Service
• Bucket Truck

Well equipped  • Owner Operated  •  30 Years Experience

Guillemette 
Tree Service

Ken Guillemette
Biologist-UMass

398-0221
Andover Based

Guillmette
Tree Service

Premium plants grown here at the farm 
using Vt. Compost soil, beneficial microbes, 
gardening know-how and sunshine!

We sell no geranium before its time!

Open with physically 
distanced plant shopping. 

Please wear your mask!


