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Fall election not between 
freedom or socialism
Pecco Beaufays

In Louise Andrus’s Opinion piece, 
published in the June Beacon, she ends 
with the statement “I believe the elec-
tion in the Fall will decide New Hamp-
shire’s future, either Freedom or So-
cialism.” In my opinion, that’s a false 
choice. One ideology does not neces-
sarily exclude the other.

Perhaps she should explain her 
take on “socialism” as it applies to our 
American society. Nobody is proposing 
replacing the ideology of private enter-
prise with socialistic, collective owner-
ship. In this case, the “social” aspect of 
life in the United States applies to social 
entitlements for every citizen, to level 
the fi eld through equal access to educa-
tion, health care, and invested “entitle-
ments,” such as veteran’s benefi ts and 
pensions.

For a cursory reference, the reader 
can go to en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_mar-
ket_economy to fi nd a lengthy explana-
tion of the Social Economy developed 
in Germany and copied by other suc-
cessful countries.

One paragraph explains it best: 
“The ‘social’ segment is often wrong-
ly confused with socialism and demo-
cratic socialism and although aspects 
were inspired by the latter, the social 
market approach rejects the socialist 
ideas of replacing private property 
and markets with social ownership 
and economic planning. The ‘social’ 
element to the model instead refers 
to support for the provision of equal 
opportunity and protection of those 
unable to enter the free market labor 
force because of old-age, disability, or 
unemployment.”

What does “societal” awareness 
mean for our citizens? A responsible 
family unit strives to be healthy, well 
fed, and well educated. Communities 

within our country will be more pro-
ductive and successful when its citizens 
have aff ordable access to health care, 
education, and food on the table.

In the United States of today we 
have two political parties whose par-
tisans look at issues from two diff er-
ent standpoints: The Republicans and 
right-wing factions espouse an ideol-
ogy of small government without ser-
vices, and say “please, do not interfere 
in my life.” However, that ideology 
would remove “social” entitlements 
such as Social Security, government 
pensions paid to federal, state, munici-
pal employees and many fi rst respond-
ers. It would do away with workman’s 
compensation, unemployment ben-
efi ts, Employer Paid Health Insurance 
(which millions of Americans still do 
not receive), Medicare, Medicaid, Fed-
eral Student Loans, and Scholarships. 
Many of the people who say they fa-
vor a society that provides no services 
would fi nd themselves unable to cope 
if those benefi ts were to vanish and 
strain to pay for their livelihood - rent, 
doctor bills, fees for services as well as 
higher education.

The Democrats, inaccurately la-
beled as “Socialists” by many Repub-
licans, stand for and defend commu-
nity responsibility for all American 
society, recognizing that a healthy and 
educated society is more productive. 
For this reason, Democrats support 
just entitlements for its citizens pro-
viding access to adequate healthcare, 
Medicaid, Medicare, living minimum 
wages, and Social Security benefi ts, 
and quality public education. These 
“social” services are essentially like 
insurance paid for by every taxpayer 
to benefi t the health and well-being 
of American citizens who live and 
contribute to our American “society.” 
This is not “Socialism” in the sense 
of the word defi ned as “collective 

Socialism Versus Societal 
Awareness – There’s A Diff erence

Opinion

41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

This wonderful Sutton home has 9.4 acres, 9 roomss
aand over 3000 square feet.

First fl oor is handicap accessible has a walk-in shower,
potential bedroom and no stairs. House can be easilyy
ddivided to accommodate older relatives on the fi rst fl oorr
aand plenty of living space on the 2nd fl oor. Must see!

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

SUTTONSUTTON

See Awareness  on page 19

We’re an independent, Trusted Choice® insurance agency.  
Locally owned and operated by the Barselle Family since 1980. 
We work for YOU, not the big insurance companies. Experience  a 

 

Homeowner • Automotive • Motorcycle • Boat
ATV & Snowmobile • Business • Farm & Forest 

Life & Disability •

Call us to discuss your insurance needs at 1-800-392-6532

www.colby-group.com
Brett Barselle
Owner, President

• Residential and Commercial 
Sitework for 44 Years

• Road Building / Driveways
• Forest to Field conversion
• Pond Creation

• Lot Clearing
• Sand, Gravel, Loam & Stone 

Products
• Portable Rock Crushing & 

Hammer Work

Kenneth Clarke 53 Pinnacle Road • Wilmot, NH 03287

Proven Tree Care…Proven Tree Care… Servicing Homeowners
Contractors & Municipalities

• Large–Diffi cult–
Easy Tree Removal

• Pruning and View 
Improvements

• Stump Grinding
• Fertilization
• Land Clearing
• Brush Clearing
• Fields Reclaimed
• 170' High 

Crane Service
• Bucket Truck

Well equipped  • Owner Operated  •  30 Years Experience

Guillemette 
Tree Service

Ken Guillemette
Biologist-UMass

398-0221
Andover Based

Guillmette
Tree Service


