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Our community stretches 
beyond our borders
Charlie Darling
Board member, The Andover Beacon

OK, so the heart 
and soul of The 
Andover Beacon is the 
hundreds of newspa-
pers we drop off  at the 
Post Offi  ce almost ev-
ery month, one paper 
for every mailing ad-
dress in Andover and 
East Andover.

But did you know 
that we also mail 
about 300 individual-
ly-addressed copies to 
households and busi-
nesses around the re-
gion … and all across the country?

Are you an Andover “ex-pat,” living 
and working elsewhere but still looking 
for a connection to your hometown? A 
subscription to The Andover Beacon
will keep you connected!

… a seasonal resident who doesn’t 
want to miss out on everything about 
Andover … except the harsh winters? 
Subscribe to the Beacon, and let us 
know which months you want the paper 
mailed to your out-of-town address.

… a proud resident of Andover who 

wants to share the joys of life in a small 
New England community with friends 
or loved ones who aren’t lucky enough 
to live here? You can give a gift sub-
scription to the Beacon and open their 

eyes to why you call 
Andover home.

It only costs $30 
per year to have the 
Beacon mailed to an 
out-of-town address 
all year long. You can 
mail the form on page 
4 of this issue with a 
check, or you can visit 
AndoverBeacon.com/
Subscribe to do the deal 
online. (If it’s a gift 
or seasonal subscrip-
tion, be sure to include 
the extra information 

we’ll need in the Special Instructions 
section.)

If you can send more than $30, the 
“extra” is a very helpful donation to our 
nonprofi t community newspaper, and 
it’s tax-deductible to the extent allowed 
by law.

We’re proud of The Andover Beacon
and how it connects our readers to our 
community ... wherever those readers 
may be. If you’d like to share the Bea-
con experience at an out-of-town ad-
dress, please subscribe! 

Out-of-Town Beacon Subscriptions 
for You, or Your Friends and Family
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Pick Up Your 
Andover Town Report!

The Andover Town Report 2021 will be avail-
able on Tuesday, March 1. Town Reports will 
not be mailed (except by special request to 
735-5332), so visit Andover-NH.gov to read it 
online, or pick one up at any of these locations:

•the Town Hall
•the town libraries

•the town post offices
•the Transfer Station

TOWN of ANDOVER

SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
MEETING

March 7, 7 PM
Andover Elementary/Middle School
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

TOWN of ANDOVER

TOWN 
MEETING

March 8, 2022
beginning at

7 PM
Andover Elementary/Middle School
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

TOWN of ANDOVER

TOWN 
VOTING
March 8, 2022
11 AM to 7 PM
In-Person or Drive-Through

Andover Elementary/Middle School
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

The temperature’s about to rise on this large-scale “thermometer” 
mounted in front of The Andover Community Hub headquarters at 157 

Main Street in Andover, and showing the Hub’s progress toward its goal 
of raising $100,000 for capital improvements to the building, Andover’s 
old town hall.  The photo, taken on February 14, shows gifts and grants 
received, at the time totaling about $35,000.  By March 1, the amount is 
expected to climb to about $50,000.  Photo: Susan Chase

Budget requires hard 
work and compromises
Donna Crisp Duclos
Chair, Budget Committee

On October 13, 2021 at 6 PM in the 
meeting room at the Andover Town Hall, 
nine residents sat down, all masked, and 
committed to working together to re-
view, critique, and adjust as needed the 
School District, Town, Fire Department, 

and Water Precinct budgets.
Little did the Budget Committee re-

hours, and over 700 lines of money re-
quests on Excel spreadsheets would get 
us to February 9, 2022. This was a com-
mitted and hard-working group, with 

what our taxes should be “buying” and 
what we should reduce or eliminate 
from these budgets.

Of the $6,178,647 that the Andover 
School Board requested, the Budget 
Committee reduced the amount by 
$54,000. We recommended keeping the 

-
mittee also felt that a 12.5% increase in 
health insurance costs was in all like-
lihood a large overreach. We recom-
mended reducing the rate to 10%.

We also recommended reducing a 
special education line item (other pro-
fessional services) by $5,000 because 
that line item has not been more than 
$700 the past several years. The Budget 
Committee also recommended remov-
ing the money for a half-time custodian 
because the school is functioning with-
out that position.

Of the Select Board’s proposed bud-
See Budgets on page 2

Andover Voters Will Choose 
Between Two Voting Methods

Ballot referendum or 
traditional Town Meeting?
John Kinney, Select Board

We’d like to begin with an apology 
for not getting the pros and cons of SB2 
written in time for the February dead-
line of The Andover Beacon. As many 
can relate, life simply got in the way. 
Before we knew it, the February issue 
was in our mailboxes.

To recap what SB2 would mean for 
Andover:

SB2 is a ballot referendum form of 
voting that follows NH RSA 40:13. In 
short, SB2 only changes how we vote, 
not what is voted on.

If SB2 is adopted by those at Town 
Meeting this year, a public meeting 
similar to a Town Meeting, called the 
Deliberative Session, will be held, typi-
cally in early February, where attend-
ees formulate the warrant articles to be 

voted upon. All voters will then have 
an opportunity to vote individually on 
each warrant article by private ballot a 
minimum of 30 days later, during the 
all-day voting as part of Town elections 
on the second Tuesday of March. Voters 
may also vote via absentee ballot.

Researching articles posted in the 
past as other towns considered the same 
vote we have before us now, the argu-
ments for or against SB2 seem to be the 
same. Some of their points have been 
taken in whole or in part here.

•
session under SB2 allows more citizens 
to participate in the democratic process. 
Voting can happen before and after go-
ing to work or any time throughout the 
day, as well as via absentee ballot. This 
is in contrast to voting at the traditional 
Town Meeting, where residents must 
attend a meeting that begins at 7 PM 

See SB2 on page 3

This page is proudly sponsored by the Town of Andover in 
gratitude for the Beacon’s commitment to our citizens.

get of $2,048,924 the Budget Committee 
recommended reducing the request by 
$5,900. Some mileage and seminars were 
reduced because of COVID-19 restrict-
ing in-person training. A Highway De-
partment supervisor with grader operator 
skills would reduce personnel cost. We 
also had new requests from social ser-
vice and community organizations; we 
reduced their requests until we can assess 
what more they off er to the community.

The Fire Department budget re-

quired review and some clarifi cation, 
but otherwise it was tight, appropriate 
spending. We did recommend some 
changes to the Water Precinct budget to 
increase future funds for several proj-
ects that will come up in the near future.

The process of assessing and chang-
ing budgets for the town of Andover 
has been a demanding job for all of us. I 
personally have worked hard, but truly 
enjoyed working with this very dedi-
cated volunteer group of local residents. 
I thank you, and the people of Andover 
should also thank you. 

Budgets  from page 1

Waiting for delivery in mid-February were these gift bags, containing 
the contents of two of the three prizes won by participants in the 

Andover Community Hub’s fi rst online fundraising raffl e, held earlier in the 
month.  One bag contained a pair of snow tubes, donated by Hub volun-
teers and earmarked for delivery to Traci Fowler.  The other held a collec-
tion of locally-produced gift items, including two one-day ski passes donat-
ed by Ragged Mountain Resort, maple syrup donated by Trail Side Sugar 
House, and a gift certifi cate donated by Drake’s Place, all about to go to 
Lisa Braley.  The third prize, a cord of seasoned fi rewood, was donated 
by Chris Caron and delivered to winner Anne Drueding.  All are Andover 
residents.  The raffl e netted a total of $1,252.12 to support Hub activities. 
 Photo: Larry Chase

Share the Joy 
of Andover!

You, your friends, and your family 
can stay connected to Andover 

all year ’round.
AndoverBeacon.com/Subscribe woodcrestvillage.com  |  (603) 526-2300  |  

356 Main Street, New London, NH 03257

Take a break from the day-to-day.  
With evenings off. 

When you, or a loved one, needs either a respite or seasonal 
stay, rely on the short-term caring support of Woodcrest 

Village Assisted Living. This is also your chance to explore 
our remarkable lifestyle.

Call Bethany at (603) 526-2300 to learn more!

Online ordering available.  Deadline- 7am
Thursday before the Market @ the Danbury 

Winter Market Page @ Harvesttomarket.com.        
Blizzard Date- following Saturday        

Special Market Events                
Apr 2nd -Fundraiser for Vet Bucks Program          

May7th- Merrimack Country Conservation District 
Spring Tree, Plant and Shrub Fundraiser Pickup      

advance orders due March 22.                    
Blazing Star Grange Hall 15 

North Rd, Danbury NH         
603-768-5579      blazingstargrange.org

Sat Mar 5th       9am to Noon  
FARMS & ARTISANS, 
BREAKFAST & LUNCH      
$20 Vet Bucks, Double SNAP             

Masks Required                 
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