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Opinion
Louise Andrus, State Representative

Happy April! I have positive and 
exciting news to share with you. On 
March 10 we held our fi rst House Ses-
sion at Representatives Hall in the State 
House since 2020. Sessions were also 
held on March 15, 16, 17, and 31.

I was passionate about sitting in my 
assigned chair and being a part of histo-
ry. There is so much history in our State 
House. If you have not seen the State 
House, I suggest that you call 603 271-
2154 and take a guided tour, or you can 
do a self-guided tour anytime Monday 
through Friday from 8 AM to 4:30 PM. 
It is a great place for a child to learn 
some New Hampshire history.

The following are a scant number of 
the bills passed on March 10.

One of the bills voted on by the full 
House was CACR 32 relating to indepen-
dence. Providing that the state peaceably 
declares independence from the United 
States and proceeds as a sovereign na-
tion. The House State-Federal Relations 
and Veterans Aff airs Committee voted 
20-0 that this bill was Inexpedient to 
Legislate (ITL). One of the questions 
was that this bill was not constitutional.

The fi rst vote was to Table and the 
results were yea 162 and nay 170. The 
second vote was ITL. The vote was 323 
yea and 13 nay and to ITL the bill was 
adopted. I voted yea on both votes. A 
couple of the reasons I voted to ITL was 
the question of constitutionality; and is 
something of this nature feasible?

HB 1151-FN, prohibiting the display 
of a deadly weapon at a parade, funer-
al procession, picket line, march, rally 
vigil, or demonstration. The Criminal 
Justice and Public Safety Committee 
vote on this bill was 13-6 to ITL.

Inexpedient to Legislate was ad-
opted by the House on a roll call vote 
of 192 yea and 141 nay. I voted yea to 
ITL. New Hampshire is a “Live Free 
or Die” state, and the gun owners have 
been carrying guns for years at events 
without incident and in my opinion this 
law was not needed.

CACR 21, relating to registers of 
probate. Providing that eliminating the 
offi  ce of register of probate and all ref-
erences to such offi  ce. The Judiciary 
Committee (this is the Committee I am 
on) voted 20-1 for Ought to Pass.

Was adopted by a House vote of 294 
yea and 143 nay. I voted yea as several 
years ago the Legislature reformed the 
court system and established electronic 
fi lings for probate court matters. This 
made the registrar of probate offi  ce no 

longer needed.
There is so much going on in our 

Country and one of the negatives is 
infl ation. I believe the State and Fed-
eral governments temporarily need to 
do such things as reduce gas taxes and 
open and approve our oil pipelines. In 
my opinion we need to be self-suffi  cient.

I will say I was surprised how eas-
ily money was spent in, for example, 
the Salisbury Town Meeting and at 
the Merrimack Valley School District 
meetings. The reason I am mentioning 
this is with infl ation and the town and 
school’s increase in budgets, property 
taxes will probably increase, and who 
can aff ord more in property taxes?

Let me give an example. In the 
Merrimack Valley School District in 
which are the towns of Boscawen, 
Loudon, Penacook, Salisbury, and 
Webster, we have over 11,000 voters. Yet 
at the annual meeting on March 4, a total 
of 239 voters with a vote of 183 yea and 
56 nay passed a $43,778,504 budget, and 
this did not include other monied war-
rant articles. This was an increase of the 
budget over the current budget.

By the time you read this article I 
hope and pray that the war in Ukraine 
has ended and that the people of Ukraine 
can return to their country. The atroci-
ties happening to the people of that 
country have to be stopped. No country 
has a right to infl ict its idea of taking 
over another country and causing dam-
age to the country and its citizens.

Be safe, and have a great spring.

Louise Andrus’ 
View From Concord, March 2022

State House, with bills like HB 1255 
(LegiScan.com/NH/text/HB1255/2022),
the “teacher loyalty act” that would 
force teachers to parrot nationalis-
tic “patriotic” indoctrination. More 
answers might be found in HB 20 
(LegiScan.com/NH/text/HB20/2021)
and HB 607 (LegiScan.com/NH/text/
HB607/id/2241928), which would de-
fund our public schools and ultimately 
turn a portion of our tax dollars over 
to out-of-state, for-profi t “scholarship 
organizations” serving religious-, pri-
vate- and home-schoolers to satisfy 
new but ineff ective requirements for 
“oversight.”

Yet more answers can be found 

in HB 1399 (LegiScan.com/NH/text/
HB1399/2022), which describes how 
the buildings, computers, and vehicles 
of cooperative school districts such as 
our own Merrimack Valley can be le-
gally liquidated and then doled out to 
towns that decide to abandon the coop-
erative school district.

Those of us who understand the 
worth of New Hampshire’s constitu-
tionally guaranteed public education 
“available to all,” who value the dedica-
tion of our teachers and public schools, 
and who object to having our shared 
investment in our children’s future bled 
away from our community, should be 
very alarmed by this cynical politi-
cal eff ort to discredit and defund our 
schools. 
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FOR LIFE’S UNEXPECTED INJURIES AND AILMENTS, THERE’S NEW LONDON HOSPITAL EXPRESS CARE.
Nobody ever expects to get hurt or sick. But when it happens, you want to get treated quickly. 
At New London Hospital Express Care, you can see a health care professional, no appointment 
needed, with convenient evening and weekend hours. We’re here for sprains, sore throats, 
ear pain and more. All backed by the state’s number one health system…just in case you need 
us for something more serious. Expert care at your speed. 
Discover more at newlondonhospital.org/expresscare

SOMETIMES, YOUR KIDS 
 HIT THE TRAILS. 

SOMETIMES,  
THE TRAILS HIT BACK.

• Residential and Commercial 
Sitework for 44 Years

• Road Building / Driveways
• Forest to Field conversion
• Pond Creation

• Lot Clearing
• Sand, Gravel, Loam & Stone 

Products
• Portable Rock Crushing & 

Hammer Work

Kenneth Clarke 53 Pinnacle Road • Wilmot, NH 03287

Fenton’s Construction, Inc.
“Don’t Hate It, Rebuild It”

• Renovate
• Repair
• Restore
• Energy Upgrades

603 848-5598 • LFenton_216@comcast.net


