
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 603 735-6099

Page 12 • The Andover Beacon • April 2022

Legal shenanigans thwart 
daughter's intentions
Ed Hiller, Andover Historical Society

Ralph Chaff ee, in his book East 
Andover and Its People Fifty Years Ago 
and Today, includes a history of one of 
Andover’s very earliest settlers, Captain 
William Emery in 1764-65. His settle-
ment has become known as the William 
B. Emery place at 363 Chase 
Hill Road (formerly known as 
Emery Road). Chaff ee stated 
that William B. Emery put a 
restriction in his will that the 
property could never be trans-
ferred out of the Emery family. 
This was not really the fact.

It was actually William B. 
Emery’s daughter, Lucy Jane 
Aiken (wife of John D. Aiken), 
who established the restriction 
on ownership of the Emery 
homestead farm to direct de-
scendants of William B. Emery. She 
had acquired the farm at a public auc-
tion held in 1900 to liquidate her fa-
ther’s estate, as directed by his will. His 
will placed no restrictions on any sub-
sequent disposition of the real estate.

At her death in 1909, Lucy Jane Aik-
en bequeathed the farm to the three chil-
dren of her niece Nellie Augusta Kidder 

(all of them of Tilton), the sole living 
descendants, along with their mother, 
of William B. Emery. In a touching at-
tempt to preserve family ownership of 
the homestead farm that had been in the 
family continuously for four generations, 
she stipulated in her bequest that

“The aforementioned children of 
Nellie A. Kidder and their descen-
dants forever are to have and to hold 

the aforementioned real estate upon 
the condition that it shall not pass out 
of their ownership and possession so 
long as any of the said children or any 
of their descendants are living, my in-
tentions and desire being that the real 
estate described in lines 2 and 3 should 
be retained and possessed by direct de-
scendants of the late William B. Emery 
of Andover so long as any of his de-
scendants are still living.”

This attempt was doomed to fail-
ure, as sketched by Ralph Chaff ee. The 
Town of Andover and the descendants 
eventually implemented a plan to cir-
cumvent the restrictions established by 
the bequest.

In 1928 the descendants, then living 
in Laconia, sold off  all of the standing 
softwood timber on the property, allow-
ing a period of fi ve years for its remov-
al. At the end of that period, the Town 
took the farm for unpaid taxes and im-
mediately transferred it back to one of 
the descendants with an unrestricted 
title. This allowed him to sell it, out of 
the family, to a Mrs. Sarah C. Woodley 
from Cleveland, Ohio. 

Att empt at Title Restrictions 
on the Emery Place Fails

The old Emery Farm, circa 1900, from History of the Town of  Andover by 
John R. Eastman.

Old Emery Farmhouse circa 2017 or 2018 in 
winter.  Photo: Pamela Cooper

History Mystery: In size, shape, and weight much like a railroad spike, 
this object, recently donated to the Andover Historical Society, has a 

couple of moveable parts and a grooved “sole”  on its “foot.” If you can 
identify it and describe its use, please send your thoughts to Curator@An-
doverHistory.org or 603 498-6439. Correct response, with names of the 
identifi ers, if any, will appear in the May issue of the Beacon. 
 Caption and photo: Larry Chase

This Page 
Sponsored by: 

Pr eserving Andover’s  
Unique Heritage

www.AndoverHistory.org

82 Newport Rd. • New London, NH 03257
603-526-2233 • 8OO-615-262O
ColonialPharmacy.com
Open Monday thru Friday 8 am - 8 pm  
Saturday 8 am - 6 pm;  Sunday 8 am -3 pm

Always helpful Pharmacists!

Colonial
PHARMACY

NEW 
SUNDAY

STORE HOURS
8 am-3 pm

Thank You, Volunteers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without you. 

Everyone in Andover appreciates everything you do for the Beacon!


