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Sunday, June 12, from 1 to 3 PM
Donna Baker-Hartwell, Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society announces the fi rst open house for the 2022 
season at the Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse.

Built in 1837, and in its original condition, the schoolhouse will be open to the 
public on Sunday, June 12, between 1 and 3 PM.

Period school books, slates, inkwells, and other artifacts will be on display. For 
more information or to arrange for a visit at another time, please contact Donna 
Baker-Hartwell at 603 381-5586 or DonnaBH@tds.net.

There will be an open house each month from June through October on the 
second Sunday. 

Tucker Mountain School Holds 
First Open House of 2022

A rare photo from 1887 captures children playing baseball on the road in 
front of the Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse in East Andover. In 2010, many 
folks from Andover came together to create a DVD, Early Days of Education 
in New England: A Re-enactment of a Day at the Tucker Mountain School, 
based on careful research into this photo. The video is on YouTube, and you 
can visit the Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse on the second Sunday of the 
month, June through October.

Traces 40-year journey 
with Enfi eld Shakers
Rita Norander
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society has 
invited Galen Beale to speak at its up-
coming meeting about her recently pub-
lished book, Beech Hill: The Reconcili-
ation of Hervey Elkins and the Enfi eld 
Shakers.

Beech Hill traces the Elkins family’s 
40-year Shaker journey, using journals, 
diaries, letters, and pictures from the ar-
chives of the Andover Historical Society. 
It tells the interesting story of the lives of 
several generations of the Elkins family, 
who lived on Beech Hill in Andover, and 
how their daily lives were intertwined 
with the Enfi eld Shakers.

The family homestead on Beech Hill 
was settled in 1790 by Captain Samuel 
Elkins, and remained in the family un-
til 1995 when Kimball Elkins sold the 
property to his neighbor, Paul Fenton, 
with whom he shared a barn! Paul al-
lowed Kimball to remain in the house 
for as long as he wished, and Kimball 
spent several more years there before 
leaving for good. He left behind all of 

his family’s journals, neatly stacked on 
a kitchen shelf. Eventually, Paul Fenton 
donated these to the Andover Histori-
cal Society where Kimball had been 
the Society’s fi rst curator. Kimball was 
a graduate of Harvard University, and 
was employed as an archivist for Har-
vard University Library.

Author Galen Beale has been in-
volved for many years with both the 
Canterbury and the Enfi eld Shaker Vil-
lages. At Canterbury she established a 
medicinal herb garden and co-authored 
The Earth Shall Blossom: Shaker 
Herbs and Gardening. Learning from 
the last two eldresses, she revived the 
Shaker poplarware industry and taught 
and demonstrated the craft for many 
years. Galen has served on the board at 
Enfi eld, and as curator moved the Mu-
seum from the Laundry Dairy Building 
into the Great Stone Dwelling.

This program is free and open to the 
public and will take place on Wednes-
day, June 15, at 7 PM. It will be held 
at the Stone Chapel, 194 Main Street in 
Andover. Refreshments will be avail-
able following the talk.

Contact Rita at BobRita@juno.com or 
603 934-5397 with any questions. 

Galen Beale Discusses History 
of Andover’s Elkins Family

Also Freight House sales 
and museum exhibits
Judy Perreault
Andover Historical Society

Don’t miss the Andover Histori-
cal Society sale at the Freight House 
on Saturdays throughout the summer 
and fall. There are many vintage items 
for sale. We have beds, chairs, tables, 
lamps, dishes, tools, bureaus, and bird-
cages. You name it, we probably have 
one. If not, we may get it, as new items 
are arriving all the time. We recently 
sold a composting system.

The museum buildings will also be 
open on Saturdays from 10 AM to 3 PM 
and Sundays from 12:30 to 3 PM. There 
is a special exhibit about the Thompson 
family in the Emmons General Store.

This year, the Historical Society is 
celebrating its 40th year with the return 
of its Old Time Fair on Sunday, August 
7, 2022 . Many activities are planned for 
the day .

On this date, there will be a special 
commemoration for Richard Potter, a 
famous black magician and ventrilo-
quist, who lived in Potter Place from 
1815 until his death in 1835. 

Andover Historical Society’s 
Old Time Fair Returns on August 7

Andover postmaster; 
enthusiastic volunteer
Kent Hackmann, Andover

Three years after his passing, I have 
strong, positive memories of George 
Kidder (1927–2019).

Many locals remember him as Post-
master, 1974–1986, especially for play-
ing tricks on persons collecting mail 
from their boxes. That was before my 
time here in Andover.

I met George a few years ago in the 
morning Council on Aging walk in 
the Proctor Field House. He was a so-
ciable walking partner, as was his good 
friend, Frank Haley, also deceased. 
While walking or taking a sitting break, 
George shared a fund of memories. 
Those ranged from his days as an en-
listed man in Berlin to recollections of 
growing up in Concord.

George was a person of regular hab-
its. One was visible to all driving past 
his modest home on the Franklin High-
way. Many mornings he would collect 
the Concord Monitor from its tube, sit 
in his car at the end of his driveway, and 
read the paper, as the engine warmed. 
Perhaps he intended to drive across the 
highway to visit Frank. Three years af-
ter his death, I still have a nostalgic mo-
ment when I pass by his former home.

George loved fi shing and being with 

people. Although he died before we 
could go fi shing, he took me on a tour 
of parts of Andover that were unknown 
to me. As he drove, he regaled me with 
stories about Andover, past and present.

I remember, too, the day we accept-
ed Donald Hall’s invitation to visit him 
at his home in South Danbury. George 
and Don were friends over many years 
with shared interests in the Lions and 
baseball. Hall and I had a University of 
Michigan link because he taught poetry 
there when I was a graduate student, 
and I knew a few of his colleagues in 
the English department. Reminiscing 
came easily. Possibly we were among 
the last guests at the home of our resi-
dent national poet laureate.

George stands out in my memory 
for what he contributed to Andover’s 
civic life. I came to appreciate George 
as the volunteer without equal. He en-
thusiastically gave his time, especially 
when called on to raise money. Only 
in his last years did he decline those 
invitations.

The Lions, the Fourth of July Com-
mittee, and other civic groups benefi ted 
from his good will and energy. I rank 
George high among the town “wor-
thies” as he would have been known in 
an earlier era. The town is blessed with 
many successors to George’s commit-
ment to Andover. 

Friend Recalls Fond Memories 
of the Late George Kidder

• Residential and Commercial 
Sitework for 44 Years

• Road Building / Driveways
• Forest to Field conversion
• Pond Creation

• Lot Clearing
• Sand, Gravel, Loam & Stone 

Products
• Portable Rock Crushing & 

Hammer Work

Kenneth Clarke 53 Pinnacle Road • Wilmot, NH 03287

Reminisce!
The Beacon wants to publish your memories of Andover in days gone by. Big events 

or everyday moments, our readers would love to share in your memories.


