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Guest speakers 
and outdoor workshops
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

Human connection requires two 
parties to willingly step into relation-
ship with one another. Nature, however, 
is always waiting with open arms. As 
we consider how we might better walk 
alongside each other as humans, we 
must spend time in nature to refocus 
and reframe how we live. On April 28, 
as a community, Proctor stepped into 
nature’s embrace by celebrating Earth 
Day 2022.

This year’s celebration of Earth Day 
brought Proctor alum and current par-
ent JR White Hat ’00 from the Rose-
bud Lakota Sioux Reservation in South 
Dakota to campus for an all-school as-
sembly before we broke into faculty-
led workshops in the woodlands and 
throughout the local area. JR’s message 
implored our students to use their voice 
for good and to seek and appreciate the 
interrelatedness of all species on Earth. 
“Mitakuye oyasin” in Lakota translates 
to “we are all related,” and it is through 
this lens of interconnectedness that we 
must make decisions in our own lives.

Proctor’s dedication to environmen-
tal stewardship began long before the 
school joined the progressive environ-
mental movement and the inaugural 
celebration of Earth Day in 1970. Fac-
ulty member Roland Burbank started 
a Cabin Club and Outing Club in the 
1930s as he simultaneously pursued 
and shared his passion for the outdoors. 
Students planted and harvested victory 
gardens during World War II, and then 
during the 1950s and 1960s student-led 
improvement squads built trail systems, 
cleared ski trails, and maintained the 

school grounds.
The original trails fi rst cut by stu-

dents more than 75 years ago have been 
extended and built out signifi cantly in 
recent years. Today, groups spread out 
throughout the woodlands to maintain 
those trails.

The 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s saw 
a deep commitment to environmental 
stewardship on campus and through 
Proctor’s educational programming 
with the evolution of Wilderness Ori-
entation, Mountain Classroom, forestry 
and wildlife science classes, and the 
creation of Proctor Environmental Ac-
tion (PEA) as a student-led group on 
campus. The past two decades have 
seen increased commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship as an institution 
with the construction of biomass heat-
ing for the majority of campus, geother-
mal wells heating and cooling two main 
buildings, and the installation of solar 
arrays on more than a dozen buildings 
around campus.

The adoption of an Environmental 
Mission Statement in 2008, written by 
PEA, encourages us to fi lter all deci-
sions through this lens of sustainabil-
ity and interconnectedness that JR dis-
cussed during his keynote.

In this complex, confusing, weighty 
world, our willingness to have confi -
dence in using our voice for good some-
times requires us to step away from 
the chaos and into the peace only the 
natural world can provide. On Earth 
Day, we took an intentional step toward 
this through spending time in connec-
tion with each other and Mother Earth. 
Thank you to Environmental Coordina-
tor Alan McIntyre and his organizational 
team of Lindsay Brown ’01 and Melanie 
Maness for organizing the day. 

Proctor Celebrates Earth Day 2022 
with Environmental Stewardship

Proctor Academy celebrated Earth Day on April 28, welcoming guest speaker 
JR White Hat ’00 to campus for a keynote address, followed by faculty- and 
student-led workshops on campus and in the local area. One group summit-
ed Ragged Mountain via New Canada Road and enjoyed this view of Andover 
from the Balanced Rock lookout.  Caption and photo: Scott Allenby.
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Enjoy good news from Andover, 

East Andover, West Andover, Potter Place, 
and Cilleyville every month with an

OUT OF TOWN or 
SEASONAL SUBSCRIPTION

to The Andover Beacon.
Keep in touch! 
Your subscription of 

$30 or more
gets you the Beacon every 
month, wherever you are.

Scan the gizmo above or use the form on page 4 
to start your subscription today!

Donations in excess of the $30 subscription 
price are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Thank You, Volunteers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without you. 


