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ic display of Potter Place through the 
years, and they also sold memorabilia.

Over the next several years, all while 
paying attention to the constant needs 
of the museum buildings, picnic tables 
were placed across the tracks, a new 
colorful brochure was printed, and old 
oral histories were transferred to CDs.

A signifi cant event in 2016 was the 
retirement of Pat Cutter, after serving 
12 years overall as the Society’s presi-
dent. She had become a member of the 
Historical Society in 1987 when she and 
her husband moved to town. She was a 
driving force from the very beginning.

In 2017, a Facebook page was set up 
and the website updated. The Society 
received several boxes of old records 
and archives from the Andover Town 
Offi  ce that were discovered in the base-
ment of the Town Hall. In addition to 
other wonderful items, the museum 
now had over 5,900 acquisitions!

The Historical Society encouraged 
the participation of Andover students 
by creating a contest called “I am part of 
history, too” in the spring of 2018. The 
kids presented their work about what 
Andover means to them. An historical 
room/pop-up museum took place on 
the Fourth of July at the Hub. The His-
torical Society was frequently present 
at local events with Andover Historical 
Society information and books to sell.

In 2018, Society member John Hodg-
son’s book, “Richard Potter: America’s 
First Black Celebrity,” was released. 
An interpretive sign was placed near 
the Potter grave site that gave a brief 
history of Richard Potter. In October 
“A Retrospective,” an all-new art ex-
hibition featuring selected works of 
Andover sculptor Winslow Eaves and 
painter Annaleida van’t Hoff , was held, 
and over 300 people attended.

In 2019, the Museum buildings were 
open 7.5 hours for 18 weekends a year, 
drawing over 600 visitors. The Histori-
cal Society created another pop-up ex-
hibit at the Hub on the Fourth of July 
which drew over 100 visitors.

The arrival of COVID-19 in 2020 
did not slow things down. Meetings 
took place via Zoom, museum exhibits 
were changed to window exhibits, and 
a virtual tour of the Schoolhouse went 
online. Work on the fundraising calen-
dar went ahead, featuring photos of An-
dover’s earliest homes. They held out-
door sales in the Freight Shed and the 
auction went onine. The never-ending 
repair list to maintain antique buildings 
and equipment is not cheap, even with 
volunteers giving their time and talents.

The Historical Society worked to 

secure donor support and grants to al-
low them to continue big projects, each 
costing over $10,000, for repair of the 
Caboose roof, continued work on the 
semaphore, and repair of the Freight 
Shed roof. Following CDC guidelines, 
the museum buildings were opened, 
and over 170 visitors signed in.

In 2021, the Historical Society hired 
archivist consultant Daniel Peters to as-
sist with construction details for a new 
archive area and to help with obtain-
ing estimates. He also looked at diff er-
ent ways to fundraise as well as fi le for 
available grants.

The museum buildings opened using 
CDC guidelines. The Schoolhouse had 
a visit from Zac Rivard and his oxen. 
Saturday sales in the Freight House 
continued as well as another online auc-
tion and a fl ea market.

So far in 2022, the Historical So-
ciety has joined the Black Heritage 
Trail, and plans are underway to have 
a marker honoring Richard Potter and 
a window exhibit about him at the Au-
gust Old Time Fair. A special exhibit 
has been installed inside the store about 
the Weare Drake Tuttle family of East 
Andover. Many items are on loan from 
their descendants.

The Society has received partial pay-
ment of a LCHIP grant to rehab the slate 
roof of the railroad station. Research 
and plans are underway in cooperation 
with the Andover Lion’s Club to create 
a structure to house the Concord Coach.

A lot of work has been happening at the 
museums over these 40 years, not to men-
tion the time and energy spent organizing 
and executing the annual Old Time Fair, 
staffi  ng the museum buildings, and cre-
ating interesting programs to share with 
Andover residents. Many dedicated hours 
go into making Potter Place railroad sta-
tion and its buildings very special. They 
can always use your help!

You can support the Andover His-
torical Society in a number of ways: 
by becoming a member, by donating 
money or your skills to assist projects, 
or by attending events on Andover his-
tory. I encourage you to take the time 
to visit, stroll through the gardens in 
Potter’s cellar hole, have a picnic on the 
grounds, climb up into the Caboose, 
and enjoy the displays and photographs 
of Andover’s past within the buildings. 
You won’t be disappointed.

The museum is open every weekend 
from May through October, Saturdays 
from 10 AM to 3 PM, and Sundays 
from 12:30 to 3 PM. Come visit the 
Andover Historical Society during their 
annual Old Time Fair on Sunday, Au-
gust 7, from 9 AM to 2 PM. You will be 
glad you did! 
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