
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 603 735-6099

Page 24 • The Andover Beacon • August 2022

Galen Beale, author of Beech Hill
The Andover Historical Society re-

cently received a donation of 50 jour-
nals written by Wendell Elkins, the son 
of Hervey Elkins, who is the focus of 
the Beech Hill story.

Wendell Elkins grew up on a farm 
on Beech Hill in Andover. Beech Hill 
was a closely knit farming community 
overlooking Mount Kearsarge. The 
farm was settled in 1790 by his great 
grandfather, Captain Samuel Elkins, 
a Revolutionary War soldier who, like 
many early settlers, had migrated in-
land from the coast looking for land and 
water power.

Wendell’s grandfather, Josiah El-
kins, took his whole family to live with 
the Enfi eld Shakers, but most of the 
family returned to Beech Hill. Wendell 
grew up in the shadow of his father’s 
close association with the Enfi eld Shak-
er community and his journals refl ect 
his struggle to separate himself from 
his father.

From Beech Hill, the Reconciliation 
of Hervey Elkins and the Enfi eld Shak-
ers by Galen Beale:

As Wendell approached his teenage 
years, he began to chronicle his life. In 
1873, at 11 years old, he tentatively be-
gan what would become a lifelong se-
ries of journals which would describe, 
often in poetic detail, life at Beech Hill 
and beyond.

Hervey may have encouraged Wen-
dell because he could see that his son’s 
life was about to change. Up to this 
point, Wendell’s life had been fi lled 
with Shakers, preachers, family, and 
farm life. Hervey had ensured that his 
son got to know people who were im-

portant in his own life: Wendell Philips, 
George Severance, JM Peebles, and of 
course the Shakers.

For most of his childhood, Wendell 
had observed his father’s life; he pon-
dered the value of the Shakerism that 
had consumed his father’s life and won-
dered about the alternatives. The two 
spent their days in animated discus-
sions arising from the many books they 
both consumed.

Wendell admired his father deeply 
but did not wish to stay on the farm 
as his father hoped. He wanted to pur-
sue his education as far as he could, 
and it was Eleanor who helped her son 
achieve their common dream. Wendell 
began his fi rst full journal the year be-
fore he entered Proctor Academy, after 
which he went to Harvard College and 
Harvard Divinity School.

In his fi rst few journals, Wendell de-
scribed the Shakers as family friends 
who were cherished by his father; and 
their Shaker Village as another home 
fi lled with relatives, and a fun place to 
visit.

But as he matured, his viewpoint 
changed. He had heard a variety of 
opinions about Shakerism from discus-
sions among his farming community, 
from the visiting apostates, from clergy, 
and from the Shakers themselves. He 
saw how hard the Shakers worked to be 
successful, and he saw their moments of 
quiet discouragement disclosed in their 
letters and as they rested at his father’s 
home. He would eventually witness the 
closing of Enfi eld Shaker Village.

Beech Hill, the Reconciliation of 
Hervey Elkins and the Enfi eld Shakers,
by Galen Beale, is published by Couper 
Press, Hamilton College, in Clinton, 
New York. It is available for sale at the 
Andover Historical Society. Visit Ando-
verHistory.org for more details. 

Another Excerpt from Beech Hill

Thursday, August 4, 
from 3 to 6 PM
Press release

On Thursday, August 4, from 3 to 6 
PM, artist Marina Forbes will guide a 
three-hour workshop: Painting on Sea-
shells. Ages 7 to 77+ are welcome! The 
workshop will be held at the Wilmot Li-
brary, 11 North Wilmot Road.

Please register in advance by call-
ing 603 526-6804 or email Glynis at 
Wilmot Library@comcast.net. There will 
be a small materials fee for participants.

Marina Forbes (MA Philology, Uni-

versity of St. Petersburg, Russia) is a 
lecturer, historian, master iconographer, 
and award-winning artist who has lec-
tured extensively on traditional arts, 
history, and the rich tapestry of Russian 
culture. She is currently the Director 
of International Programs at the New 
England Language Center in Rochester, 
New Hampshire, where she coordinates 
cultural exchange programs, teaches 
Russian culture and language, and leads 
art-related tours to Russia each year. She 
is an active watercolorist and art teacher 
and regularly does dramatic perfor-
mances of Russian fairy tales. 

Wilmot Public Library Holds 
“Painting on Seashells” Workshop

WILMOT PUBLIC LIBRARY
PAINTING ON SEASHELLS 

WORKSHOP

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2022
3 – 6 P.M.

With Russian Artist   
Marina Forbes

For ages 7 – 77+

Library Creativity Lab
11 North Wilmot Road

603 526-6804 or email wilmotlibrary@comcast.net
Please register in advance. Th ere is a small fee for materials. 

Local Decisions, Local LendingLocal Decisions, Local Lending
at Your Hometown Bank.at Your Hometown Bank.

Our lending professionals live 
in the communities we serve 
and can help you choose the 
mortgage program that’s right 
for you.

Member FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Newport | Grantham | Sunapee
New London | Warner | Concord
800.562.3145 | sugarriverbank.com

Conveniently apply on-line:  
sugarriverbank.com/loans/mortgage

HOME MORTGAGES
JUMBO LOANS
CONSTRUCTION LOANS 
LAND LOANS
HOME EQUITY LOANS

Contact Colleen:
603-454-4628
Colleen DeAngelis 
Mortgage Loan Officer 
NMLS #2053914

cdeangelis@sugarriverbank.com

196 Newport Rd., New London

CLAYTON A. MILLER
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

For Becky's Gift
Selling quality tack and apparel to 
support Becky's Gift Equine Relief, 
a 501c3 non-profi t with a mis-
sion to assist NH horse owners 
in need.

Open: Thurs-Fri 11 AM–3 PM

Sat 10 AM–1 PM

At The Andover Community Hub, 157 
Main St., Andover NH

Email: linda_s_barnes@hotmail.com
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