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This page is proudly sponsored by the Town of Andover in 
gratitude for the Beacon’s commitment to our citizens.

Specializing in Equestrian and Country Properties

WWW.EQUINEHOMES.COM

800.859.2745, ext 726 | 603.759.4165 cell
 tim@equinehomes.com

Tim Galvin, NH Realtor®

When the time is right for you to purchase or market 
your equestrian or country property, contact 

Equine Homes Real Estate!

Jorge Casas, a resident of East Andover, caught this dramatic lightning 
strike near Highland Lake during an August storm.

Hub  from page 1

ceived to date have come from 
46 individuals or families, six 
local businesses, and fi ve foun-
dations. Community-supported 
fund-raising events, including 
the July “Food ‘n’ Fiddle” fest 
at the Andover Barn, have ac-
counted for the remaining 7%. 
(“Food ‘n’ Fiddle” itself attract-
ed well over 100 attendees and 
brought in $5,001.)

Chase added: “Though we 
still have work to do to reach our 
new goal, we’re confi dent that the 
Hub’s base of community support 
is more than suffi  cient to achieve 
it within the next few months.”

The campaign’s three com-
ponents, announced last Sep-
tember, include (1) the replace-
ment of a badly leaking roof, (2) 
the provision of universal access 
to the building, and (3) installa-
tion of a community kitchen.

The roof replacement was completed 
in June; building accessibility is about 
50% completed; and the kitchen instal-
lation is now in the advanced planning 

stage. A rough drawing of the kitchen’s 
proposed fl oor plan is now on display 
inside the Hub, for those interested in 
this element of the Hub’s future. 

Additional support was provided by Proctor 
Academy, which supplied a backhoe and op-
erator Jim Hanson for construction of a fi rm 
foundation; and by Belletetes, which donated 
$1,000 of construction materials.

See Potter  on page 6

Thompson’s tavern in Andover and liked 
the area and the people. He purchased a 
175-acre farm in 1814 and built a home 
that became a showplace. The neighbor-
hood soon became known as 
‘Potter’s Place.’”

As for how he earned his 
fame, Hodgson said, “We have 
to begin with his expertise.” Ad-
dressing about 100 people dodg-
ing the sun under a tent or grab-
bing patches of shade by the old 
Potter Place train depot, Hodg-
son emphasized, “He was ex-
pert in magic, in ventriloquism, 
in one-man theatrical entertain-
ments; he really had no peer at 
that time. He was assiduous in 
his honing of his skills; he was 
extraordinarily good at all of 
them.”

He was also a Black man in 

a country where slavery was legal, even 
in New Hampshire. The year of Potter’s 
death, 1835, is also noteworthy for the 
destruction by local racists of the inter-
racial Noyes Academy in Canaan, just 

Potter  from page 1

John Hodgson meets Mason Frederick Sum-
mers, Past Grand Master of the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge (formerly the African Lodge) 
in Boston, the fi rst black Masonic lodge in 
America. Richard Potter was a prominent 
member. Photo: Dan Comley, BHTNH

$12 each to benefi t the$12 each to benefi t the
Andover Historical SocietyAndover Historical Society

To order: Visit our website at 
AndoverHistory.org

for $14 (Includes shipping in the USA) or call 
603 380-1070 or 540 250-7023.

Buy Your
Copy At:

• Th e Emons StoreTh e Emons Store
Saturdays, 10 to 3 
Sundays, 1 to 3

• Th e Old Time FairTh e Old Time Fair
in Potter Place 
Sunday, August 7

• • Mane Street SalonMane Street Salon
170 Main Street

• Service Club • Service Club
Th rift ShopTh rift Shop

• Morgan Hill• Morgan Hillgg
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• Andover Libraries• Andover Libraries

Andover Hiistoriical Sociiety
2023 Calendar
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