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Advisory in effect until 
bloom has subsided
Press release

A cyanobacteria bloom has been 
observed on Hopkins Pond (Adder 
Pond) in Andover. The bloom was fi rst 
observed on October 1, appearing as a 
cloudy brown color in the water. By Oc-
tober 6, green surface streaks appeared 
near the shoreline. Samples collected 
and reviewed revealed cyanobacteria 
(Chrysosporum) in concentrations up 
to 3.1 million cells/mL in areas of high-
est observed accumulations. Advisories 
are issued when cyanobacteria cell con-
centrations exceed 70,000 cells/mL.

As a result, NHDES has issued a 
cyanobacteria bloom advisory for those 
who use the waterbody for recreation. 
The advisory is not based on a toxin 
evaluation and is intended as a precau-
tionary measure for short term expo-
sure.

Surface blooms can rapidly change 
and accumulate in various locations 
around a waterbody. Please continue to 
monitor your individual shorelines for 
changing conditions. NHDES advises 
lake users to avoid contact with the wa-
ter in areas experiencing elevated cya-
nobacteria cell conditions, also known 
as a bloom. NHDES also advises pet 
owners to keep their pets out of any wa-
ters that have a cyanobacteria bloom.

Cyanobacteria are natural com-
ponents of water bodies worldwide, 

though blooms and surface scums may 
form when excess nutrients are avail-
able to the water. Some cyanobacteria 
produce toxins that are stored within 
the cells and released upon cell death. 
Toxins can cause both acute and chron-
ic health eff ects that range in severity.

Acute health eff ects include irrita-
tion of skin and mucous membranes, 
tingling, numbness, nausea, vomiting, 
seizures and diarrhea. Chronic eff ects 
may include liver and central nervous 
system damage. Be cautious of lake 
water that has a surface scum, changes 
colors, or appears to have green streaks 
or blue-green fl ecks aggregating along 
the shore.

The cyanobacteria advisory went 
into eff ect on October 6 and will remain 
in eff ect until NHDES confi rms that 
cell concentrations of the bloom have 
subsided.

Visit the NHDES Harmful Algal 
and Cyanobacteria Bloom Program 
website for photos and more informa-
tion about cyanobacteria. Check out 
the Beach Mapper website and follow 
the Beaches Twitter feed for updates on 
cyanobacteria advisories.

If you notice anything resembling 
cyanobacteria, please refrain from wad-
ing, swimming, or drinking the wa-
ter. Keep all pets out of the water and 
contact NHDES immediately. Please 
call NHDES to report a cyanobacteria 
bloom at 603 848-8094 or HAB@des.
nh.gov. 

State Issues Cyanobacteria Bloom 
Advisory for Hopkins Pond

the less-good news is that there’s still a 
long way to go to fund construction of 
the kitchen that will cap this campaign.

Those interested in helping meet this 

Hub  from page 4 challenge can make a donation online 
through the Hub’s website or by send-
ing a check to the Andover Community 
Hub, PO Box 157, Andover NH 03216.

Mark E. ThompsonMark E. Thompson
Excavating Excavating inc.inc.
• Site Evaluation and Planning
• Driveways
• New and Replacement Septic Systems
• Sand, Gravel, and Screened Loam
• Landscaping
• Free Estimates

Over 50 Years in BusinessOver 50 Years in Business
We Know "Dirt Work"We Know "Dirt Work"

PO Box 1 • East Andover
Offi ce 603 735-5581 • Mark 603 455-1740 • Tiny 603 455-7490
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