
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 603 735-6099

Page 28 • The Andover Beacon • Holidays 2022

This Page Sponsored by IMAGINATION INNIMAGINATION INN

Andover’s Braeden MacKenzie ‘24 and Proc-
tor’s varsity girls soccer team earned a sec-
ond consecutive New England Tournament 
berth, falling to #1 seeded Brewster Acad-
emy in the quarterfi nals. 
 Caption: Scott Allenby 
 Photo: Lindsey Allenby

Proctor Fall Athletic Teams 
Qualify for NEPSAC Tournament

Varsity Football and Girls 
Varsity Soccer
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

After ten weeks of practicing, train-
ing, working, and playing, the Fall Ath-
letics season has come to an end for 
most of Proctor’s teams. For the varsity 
girls soccer and varsity football 
teams, their season continues 
with an appearance in the NEP-
SAC Tournament.

Varsity Football wins NEP-
SAC Bowl Game for 1st Time 
in School History!

After narrowly missing a 
New England Bowl Game last 
season with a 6-2 record, the 
Varsity Football team fi nished 
a remarkable season at 8-1 after 
winning the Ken Hollingsworth 
New England Bowl Game, the 
program’s second Bowl appear-
ance in the last four years. The 
Hornets hosted New Hampton 
School (6-3), with the Hornets 
winning 34-7.

The team gelled around vet-
eran players and new talent, 
taking a team-fi rst mindset into 
each and every game. After an early 
season 14-21 loss to Pingree School 
on the road with two key players in-
jured, the Hornets have knocked off  six 
straight opponents, blending a devastat-
ing run attack with a high powered spe-
cial teams unit and lock-down defense 
that gave up an average of 8 points a 
game until their fi nal shootout with 
Hamden Hall. The match-up with New 
Hampton was the fi rst this season and a 
rematch of last year’s overtime thriller 
won by the Hornets. Head Coach Ben 
Rulli notes, “It is always exciting when 
you earn the right to compete in a NEP-
SAC Bowl Game, but to be matched up 
against a school just 30 minutes away 
that we have had a healthy rivalry with 
for decades, makes this year’s bowl 
game even more special. Whoever you 
play this time of the year is very good, 
and New Hampton is no exception. 
They are excellent in all three phases 
of the game and well-coached, but our 
kids played well, we executed our game 
plan, and they get to head into Thanks-
giving champions.”

Rulli adds, “We began our season in 
early September at pre-season camp. At 
our fi rst team meeting, we shared the 
team photos of all the NEPSAC Bowl 
teams and Evergreen League Cham-
pions of the storied history of Proctor 

football, and we left the last slide blank. 
As coaches, we have continually chal-
lenged the team on how they want to be 
remembered and what their legacy will 
be. We have had a lot of success this 
season, and that is due to the leadership 
of the Class of 2023 and the work every 
player in the program does day in and 

day out. Whether it is a starter or a JV 
player, every member of the program 
arrives daily to make each other bet-
ter and themselves. Working with this 
year’s team has been a pleasure, and we 
were thrilled to represent the Proctor 
community in the Ken Hollingsworth 
Bowl and to win the school’s fi rst New 
England Bowl Game in school history.”

Girls Varsity Soccer Advances to 
NEPSAC Quarterfi nals

Finishing the season with a 9-8-1 re-
cord, varsity soccer earned the #8 seed 
and traveled to face #1 seed and defend-
ing Class C champion, Brewster Acad-
emy on Wednesday, November 16. The 
teams met twice during the regular sea-
son with Brewster winning both match-
ups, 3-0 and 1-0, and the playoff  game 
went similarly as the Hornets fell 0-3.

With eleven seniors on the team, Head 
Coach Kyle Connolly refl ects on a great 
season, “Being recognized with a NEP-
SAC playoff  berth is a great honor. The 
senior class, in particular, this year have 
put their hearts into this season and earn-
ing an opportunity to keep playing is huge 
for them and their teammates. To be guar-
anteed a few extra training sessions and 
a match with a talented Brewster team 
is why we work hard from preseason 
through the very end of the season. It is 
no secret that we played against a pow-
erhouse in Brewster who are the Class 
C defending champions, but that gave us 
all the more motivation to work hard and 
compete. We are proud of the team and 
the work they put in this fall.” 

Students voted 
for favorite animal
Stephanie D’Amour
East Andover Village Pre-
school

It has been a busy couple 
of months up on the hill at 
preschool! We are back up to 
pre-COVID enrollment with 
21 children. Teachers are on 
their toes keeping up with the 
busy and unique personalities 
we have in our group, but we 
wouldn’t have it any other way!

Our interest lately includes 
sensory activities like fi nger-
painting, fl oam, and making 
slime for Halloween! These 
types of activities help support 
fi ne motor muscles, which is an 
important foundation for writ-
ing. Speaking of Halloween, 
we loved walking to the WAB 
Library in our costumes and 
listening to Halloween stories then parading around campus.

On November 8, the preschoolers participated in voting! We set up our very 
own voting booth complete with ballots! Our vote was for our favorite animal pet, 
a cat or dog. Cats won the vote 9 to 2. 

EAVP Teaches Preschoolers About 
the Importance of Voting

Preschoolers coloring I VOTED coloring 
sheets on November 8 after we had our own 
voting booth in the classroom. Caption and 
 Photo: Stephanie D’Amour
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This holiday season, This holiday season, 
give yourself the gift give yourself the gift 

of comfort and joy!of comfort and joy!
Come in and let us help you
transform any room into a

space that brings you the joy
of the season, all year long!
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